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A
t last winter seems to be behind us and spring has finally 

arrived in all its flowering splendour. It has been a long time 

coming this year, with cold easterly winds and below average 

temperatures throughout the first three months of 2018. However, 

every cloud has a silver lining, as they say, and the cold start to 

spring has meant early spring-flowering bulbs such as snowdrops 

and narcissi have had a prolonged flowering season.  

In past years when early spring has been cold, plants that bloom 

later in the year seems to flower more prolifically, so let's keep our 

fingers crossed and hope that's the same for this year.   

These next three months - mid-April until mid-July - are for me 

one of the best times of year to visit gardens. There is such a feeling 

of optimism and vibrancy as new plants come into flower on what 

seems like a daily basis. Bulbs, trees and shrubs really come to the 

fore during this period and gardens such as Lamorran in Cornwall, 

Borde Hill in Sussex and Alnwick in Northumberland are all well 

worth visiting at this time of year. Features on all these gardens can 

be found in this issue of the magazine. 

Within these pages you will also find information and beautiful 

photographs on Westonbirt Arboretum and Misarden Park in 

Gloucestershire; Plas Brondanw and Picton Castle in Wales and the 

beautiful grounds of Blair Castle in Scotland. So, lots to get your 

teeth into.  

Wherever you choose to go this spring, may I take this opportuni-

ty to wish you a wonderful season of garden visiting and let's hope 

we see plenty of warm sunshine to help fade the winter of 

2017/2018 into little more than a distant memory. 

My very best wishes

Tony Russell - Garden writer and broadcaster

Lincoln's International 

Bomber Command 

Centre now open
The doors have opened to the International Bomber 

Command Centre in Lincoln which welcomes groups.

T
he Centre provides a world-class facility acknowledging the 

efforts, sacrifices and commitment of the men and women 

from 62 different nations who came together in Bomber 

Command during World War II.

It serves as a point for recognition, remembrance and  

reconciliation for those who served, supported or suffered the 

bombing campaigns during the Second World War. Providing one of 

the most comprehensive records of the Command in the world, the 

Centre ensures that generations to come can learn of their vital role 

in protecting the freedom we enjoy today.

At the heart of the Centre in the International Peace Garden is the 

Memorial Spire, which at 102 feet - the wingspan of the Avro 

Lancaster bomber - is the tallest war memorial in the UK.

The Spire, on Canwick Hill, commands stunning views across 

Lincoln, with a focus on the city's ancient cathedral, which served as 

a sighting point for air crews flying from local WWII bases. 

Surrounding the Spire in concentric circles are the Walls of Names, 

which hold the names of nearly 58,000 men and women who  

perished during WWII.

There are five free coach parking spaces, and entry to the 

International Peace Garden, gift shop and Hub Café is also free.

For a small charge, visitors can experience the Chadwick Centre, 

which uses state-of-the-art technology and interactive displays to 

tell the story of Bomber Command through the eyes of those who 

witnessed events first-hand.
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Discover the

wonders of 

the West 

Country

T
he West Country essentially covers the 

historic counties of Cornwall, Devon, 

Dorset, Somerset, and often the counties 

of Gloucestershire and Wiltshire, and 

each has its own unique qualities and 

appeal to visitors of all ages and interest. 

Gloucestershire is perhaps best known for The 

Cotswolds, home to a host of elegant spa and  

market towns dotted amongst rolling, green  

landscapes. The numerous picture-perfect small 

towns and villages are always popular to explore, 

whilst many places offer glimpses of regency high 

life and medieval market squares.

Devon is a stunning county of great contrasts, 

with two beautiful coastlines, two National Parks 

and five official Areas of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty. 

Think of rolling hills dotted with thatched  

cottages, and dramatic coastlines with cliff-edged 

bays and elegant Georgian towns like Torquay. 

Whilst it is an active city with a lot going on, Exeter 

is the perfect place to relax and get away from it 

all. Indulge yourself by relaxing in one of Exeter's 

many decadent spas or sit back and enjoy one of 

Devonshire's famous cream teas. Visit Exeter's 

underground passages which date back to the 

14th century and then head above ground to visit 

the Exeter Royal Albert Memorial Museum to 

learn about botany, archaeology, geology and fine 

art.

Cornwall is one of the UK's favourite summer 

destinations, and whilst visitors flock to this far 

west corner for its sandy beaches, there is a lot 

more to see and enjoy from fantastic food to many 

one-of-a-kind attractions.

A host of world class galleries and museums, 

boat trips, cliff top walking, cycling are just a few 

ideas. If history and heritage is more your group's 

thing, there are a host of historic houses, castles, 

museums and World Heritage Sites. Plus there is of 

course iconic attractions such as St Michael's 

Mount, the Lost Gardens of Heligan, Minack 

Theatre, Tate St Ives, Land's End, Tintagel Castle 

and the Eden Project. 

View from Lamorran Gardens, 

Cornwall



Page 6             Discover Britain                                                         Spring-Summer 2018

What do 

you fancy 

doing while 

in Cornwall?

Y
ou and your groups can explore iconic attractions,  

discover hidden treasures Maybe take in a gorgeous gar-

den one day, a gallery or museum the next, or perhaps 

something a little more active - surf schools, boat trips, cliff 

top walking, cycling…take your pick.

Looking for things to do in Cornwall look no further  Cornwall's 

unique mixture of natural coastal and moorland beauty combined 

with some of the world's best beaches and award winning  

attractions means that it cannot be beaten as a holiday destination.

From iconic sandy beaches to intimate sheltered coves, Cornwall's 

300+ beaches are gloriously varied. Dog friendly, family friendly, 

golden, pebbly, bustling or blissfully empty you can get out in the 

surf at Fistral Beach, dip your toe in turquoise waters at Porthcurno 

or hunt for crabs at Treyarnon Bay. It's easy to see why  they are 

rated as some of the best in the world!

If history and heritage is more your thing you'll love  the wealth of  

historic houses, castles, museums and World Heritage Sites.

And don't forget the iconic attractions St Michael's Mount, the 

Lost Gardens of Heligan, Minack Theatre, Tate St Ives, Land's End, 

Tintagel Castle and the Eden Project are not-be-missed!

 Horse riding in the sea at Porth Hellick

Credit©VisitBritain
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A Garden
window on to
the sea

T 01326 270800

E info@lamorrangardens.co.uk

W lamorrangardens.co.uk

Visitors who have travelled the coast of Southern France and 
Northern Italy will instantly recognise Lamorran Gardens which 
is perched on a south facing hillside overlooking the sea and has 

been laid out to maximise the Mediterranean setting. There are  
stunning sea views whichever way one looks.

Yes, there are many rhododendrons, evergreen azaleas and  
camellias but Lamorran is unlike any other Cornish Garden on the 
mainland playing host to no less than 35 different types of palms trees 
with over 200 specimens within the garden. Likewise the number of 
species of Dicksonia and Cyathea tree ferns run into dozens and there 
are many examples to be found, the most spectacular of which is the 
black stemmed New Zealand Cyathea Medularis.

Being mostly on a south facing hillside facing the sea, advantage has 
been taken to landscape the many changes of level to be found. There 
are ponds with water falls , streams, bridges and temples to  
encapsulate the Mediterranean influence which pervades the garden.

The climate is benign although great care has been taken to filter 
winds throughout the garden. Frosts are virtually unknown and plants 
grow 12 months of the year. Accordingly there are always many plants 
and species in flower at any time of the year and Lamorran extends its 
flowering season through the summer and into the autumn with an 
array of subtropical plants.

The great majority of the plants are evergreen to take advantage of 
the sheltered position with the sea as an ever present backdrop.  This 
is a private garden open to the public 2 days per week albeit it is a 
member of the Great Gardens of Cornwall Group which includes all the 
major gardens of Cornwall.  Come  and enjoy a Cornish Cream Tea or  
delicious homemade cakes from the house terrace.

Lamorran Gardens
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Visit Devon and you'll 

want to stay forever.. 

T
his is a stunning county of great contrasts, with two  

beautiful coastlines, two National Parks and five official 

Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty. There's so much to do 

and plenty of places to visit too such as family  

attractions, historic buildings, award-winning places to eat, 

thrilling outdoor activities, and exciting events happening all year 

round.

For beaches, Devon can't be beaten, sandy family-friendly, tiny 

pebbled coves, wild and windswept bays with stunning views - 

Devon has them all, both north and south. Plus glorious green  

countryside, they have got it in abundance, rolling hills, bountiful 

farmland - and craggy moorland.

Yet Devon also boasts its historic cities of Exeter and Plymouth, 

with great shopping and bustling nightlife, as well as friendly towns 

and pretty villages like Sidmouth, lined with the pastel-coloured  

cottages of paintings. Plus, the food scene here is second to none, 

with cosy foodie pubs, great restaurants, traditional tearooms and 

everything in-between serving fantastic Devon produce. Make sure 

you find time for a cream tea, pint of cider or Devon crab sandwich 

whilst you're here Devon's heaven for food. 

 And of course, there's a huge choice of places to stay in Devon, 

whether you're looking for a relaxing long weekend or fun-packed 

fortnight, luxury hotel or a budget break. It has lovely hotels for 

groups, guesthouses with sea views, quirky glamping, fun family 

camping, pretty self-catering cottages with  and much more besides.

There's so much to do and so much to see in this beautiful  

county.

Two people sitting in deck chairs on the pebble 

beach in Beer, Devon, a seagull...

Credit©VisitBritain
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CASTLE HiLL

GARDENS 

CASTLE HiLL

GARDENS

F
rom March through to October visitors can appreciate the 

changing landscape and marvel at the wondrous colours. 

This is the perfect setting for groups of horticulturalists and 

all garden lovers to come and explore. The privately owned 

50 acre gardens surround the magnificent Palladian house, 

home of the Fortescue family since 1454. It is set in an 18th century 

landscape punctuated with statues, follies and temples built by each 

generation of the Fortescue’s. 

To the East side of the house is the Millennium Garden designed 

by Xa Tollemache, renowned garden designer. The large herbaceous 

borders are edged with boxed lavender and an illuminated ‘topiary’ 

water sculpture, designed and built by Giles Rayner. From here the 

path leads to the formal terraced lawns in front of the house. The 

eye is then drawn past the enormous 1790 Cedar of Lebanon 

towards a tree-lined avenue and the Triumphal Arch, built as an 

eye-catcher, and the Holwell Temple, our rustic party and wedding 

venue.  The restored Kennel completes the Westerly landscape. 

Meander by the river to the Ugley Bridge amongst colourful shrubs 

and mature planting. 

In the walled garden visitors can take a gentle wander and admire 

the veggies and flowers including the sweet pea covered walls. 

Come and discover

our Gardens, beautiful 

in all seasons

A walk via the path to the West of the house leads to  the 

Woodland Gardens where the sights and scents of camellias, mag-

nolias, rhododendrons, azaleas, hydrangeas and eucryphias abound. 

The final climb to the Castle behind the house is worth it for the 

panoramic views to Exmoor, Dartmoor and beyond.

An excellent tearoom serves homemade refreshments which can 

be enjoyed either sitting outside or indoors depending on the 

weather. 

Restricted access for visitors in wheelchairs or those with limited 

mobility due to layout of the gardens. 

Castle Hill welcomes tour groups, Clubs and Societies and offers 

discounted rates and tailored refreshment menus, contact us for 

more details. 

The Estate hosts a varied calendar of events during the season and 

offers bespoke weddings and celebrations. 

Open daily except Saturdays, visit our website for current ticket 

prices and opening hours. 

Website: www.castlehilldevon.co.uk

Tel: 01598 760336,

Email: gardens@castlehill-devon.com
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Great reasons for groups

to visit Gloucestershire

With the historic port city of Gloucester and spa town of 
Cheltenham at its heart, the county of Gloucestershire has so 
much to offer to group visitors.

Y
ou could say the region is essentially split into three areas 
- the Cotswolds, the Royal Forest of Dean and the Vales of 
Severn and Berkeley. The Cotswolds is renowned nationally 
and internationally, largely for its sheer beauty which is 
always pleasing on the eye. Covering almost 800 square 

miles, it is the largest Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) in 
England and Wales, and although it extends in part through 
Oxfordshire, Warwickshire, Wiltshire and Worcestershire, 
Gloucestershire is essentially the heart of 'the Wolds'. Among its 
many attributes and visitor appeal, it is famous for an array of 
delightful market towns, picture-postcard villages intrinsically 
formed from honey-coloured stone, gentle rolling hills and lush 
countryside. Added to this perfect landscape there are a great range 
of varied attractions for groups and visitors of all interests and tastes, 
including some of the finest gardens in England, a host of places to 
eat and drink, and a wealth of accommodation options for overnight 
and longer stays. 

Nestling between the Wye Valley, the Vale of Leadon and the 
Severn Vale, the Forest of Dean is another fascinating region to 
explore. Lying in the western part of Gloucestershire between the 
Rivers Wye and Severn, and on the borders of Wales and 
Herefordshire, it was designated as a national forest park in 1938 
and is one of England's few remaining ancient forests. The Forest is 
one of the most distinctive areas in the UK having a seductive charm 
and character that is uniquely its own.

The stunning landscapes, spectacular scenery, culture and  
heritage have inspired artists, craftspeople, inventors, poets and 
playwrights, as well as the many visitors who return year after year. 
The Wye Valley is also officially designated an AONB and has 

enthralled discerning visitors since the 18th Century. It combines a 
unique blend of Welsh and English influences with some breath  
taking natural scenery which is rich in history and wildlife. 

Located to the north of the Royal Forest of Dean, The Vale of 
Leadon offers a contrast of landscaped countryside, black and white 
timbered buildings, markets, gardens and vineyards; all centred 
around the picturesque town of Newent. The River Severn, the UK's 
longest river famous for its tidal bore, flows through the Severn Vale 
here, with the old Severnside port of Lydney being the area's main 
town and a thriving shopping area.

When visiting Gloucestershire, the elegant Regency spa town of 
Cheltenham is an obvious 'must visit'. It was transformed from a 
small spa village into a fashionable centre through the patronage of 
George III, and according to local legend, the town's mineral spring 
was discovered in 1715 by a flock of pigeons. Today Cheltenham 
reflects its Regency influences with many of the town's architectural 
and heritage features still visible today. It is a wonderful place to visit 
with great shopping, some superb gardens to visit including Pittville 
Park, the Imperial Gardens and Montpellier Gardens, and a wealth of 
cultural, sporting and culinary events running throughout the year. 

Then there is its neighbour Gloucester, the cathedral city of the 
Cotswolds and the most inland port in Britain with roots stretching 
back to Roman times. Well known for its Gothic Cathedral and  
picturesque surroundings, it is also a place of contrasts, ranging from 
its fascinating medieval centre to its revitalised nineteenth century 
Docks and its rich history of industry and trade.

Granted Royal Port Status by Queen Elizabeth I in 1580, the docks 
are a unique and inspiring destination filled with Victorian  
architecture. It is the perfect place to learn about Gloucester's  
history as well as enjoy the expansive views and take in the  
atmosphere of this historic setting. A trip to Gloucester would also 
not be complete without a trip to the 11th century Gloucester 
Cathedral, which is the resting place of King Edward II. 

Young man taking part in the woolsack racing in 

the town of Tetbury in the Cotswolds

Credit©VisitBritain
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Bourton House Garden

A magnificent garden in the very heart
           of the CotswoldsB

ourton House Garden is a hidden jewel in the crown of the 

picture-perfect village of Bourton-on-the-Hill; perched on the 

escarpment with views over the lovely Cotswold  

countryside. The garden was developed over a twenty year 

time frame (from 1983) to create a perfect setting for the fine 

18th century Manor House and courtyard of ancient buildings at its 

heart.

The garden is beautiful all year round but truly magnificent during 

the summer and early autumn months, when its wide herbaceous  

borders and generous terraces are at their finest. A wide variety of 

herbaceous perennials and shrubs are interplanted with half-hardy and 

tender subjects, giving a very prolonged season, well up to first frosts. 

An 'ephemeral' summer border is fashioned entirely from creatively 

planted pots and the use of succulents adds drama to both pots and 

borders. The imaginative and dramatic planting schemes devised by 

Head Gardener Paul Nicholls are a signature feature of the garden and 

include many rare, unusual and exotic plants, giving the 'wow' factor in 

abundance.

Bourton House Garden also offers imaginative topiary, several water 

features and a unique Shade House. Topiary is an essential part of the 

structure of the garden, echoing the classical lines of the house and 

providing a foil of restraint and formality against the flamboyance of 

the summer herbaceous borders. The Topiary Walk contains formal 

sphere, spiral and cone shapes opposing tall yew hedges topped with 

an 'ogee' arch, a theme repeated elsewhere in the garden in yew,  

trellis and metalwork. Hidden behind tall hedges, a peaceful Knot 

Garden provides an oasis of green; a quiet space to rest and reflect. At 

the centre of the Knot Garden sits a raised basket pond, originating 

from The Great Exhibition of 1851. To the front of the house is an  

extraordinary Parterre with a wrought iron arbour at its heart where 

you can sit and admire the classical lines of Bourton House. Our Grade 

I listed 16th century Tithe Barn contains a Tea Room serving light 

refreshments and delicious home-made cakes and a small shop selling 

gifts, cards and vintage collectables.  All visitors to the garden have the 

opportunity to also enjoy a walk through our seven acre field following 

the guide to the trees written by our Head Gardener.

Groups welcome

(concession tickets available for pre-booked groups) 

Visit www.bourtonhouse.com or ring 01386 700754 for more 

information
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W
estonbirt, The National Arboretum was  

originally planted by the wealthy Holford family 

during the heyday of Victorian plant hunting. 

Today the historic, Victorian picturesque  

landscape and internationally important tree and 

shrub collection is managed by the Forestry Commission. The 15,000 

labelled trees (around 2,500 different types of tree) come from 

Britain, China, North America, Japan, Chile and other  

temperate climates.  Regular seed collections take place, and  

propagation is managed on site producing an ever changing and 

expanding diversity of trees.

With 17 miles of accessible paths the Arboretum consists of three 

main areas. The Old Arboretum (a dog free zone) is a carefully 

designed landscape dating from the 1850s offering beautiful vistas, 

stately avenues and trees from around the world. Silk Wood 

(dog-friendly) is an ancient, semi-natural woodland which has exotic 

plantings throughout its landscape, whilst the Grade I registered 

Downs hosts species-rich grassland and is a great picnicking location. 

Westonbirt attracts over 400,000 visitors per year and is known 

worldwide for its spectacular autumn colour and the spring  

rhododendron, azalea and magnolia displays.

The STIHL Treetop Walkway offers visitors spectacular views 

across the arboretum landscape. The main walkway is 300 metres 

long and is step-free, making it accessible to visitors on foot, using 

mobility scooters, wheelchairs and pushchairs and to those with 

dogs on leads. 

Westonbirt,

The National 

Arboretum
Opening Times: 9.00am - 5.00pm every day except 

Christmas day; Last entry 4:30pm March to November   

inclusive, 4.00pm December to February inclusive.

Admission Rates: March to November - Adults £10, 

Students  £7, Children (5 to 18 years) £4, Under 5’s free.   

December to February - Adults £7, Students £5,

Children (5-18 years) £3, Under 5’s free.

Group Rates: (10+ people) March to November – Adults 

£8, Children £2.  December to February – Adults £6, 

Children £1. Friends Membership: £38 single per year, for 

other membership queries see www.fowa.org.uk

Facilities: Café & Restaurant, Shop

Disabled Access: Yes.  Wheelchairs and mobility scooters 

are available on site but must be pre-booked by calling 

Visitor Services on 0300 067 4861.

Coach Parking: Yes

Length of Visit: 2 hours

Booking Contact

for Groups: Helen Daniels on 0300 067 4843 or by

email: helen.d.daniels@forestry.gsi.gov.uk

Email: westonbirt@ forestry.gsi.gov.uk

Website: www.forestry.gov.uk/westonbirt

Location: In Gloucestershire, three miles from the Cotswold 

market town of Tetbury.
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Are you travelling through the Cotswolds on a holiday? If you are 

looking for holiday accommodation in Gloucestershire, get in touch 

with The Swan Inn today.

Comfortable hotel rooms in Moreton-in-Marsh

Affordable holiday accommodation

Situated amidst the tranquil beauty of the Gloucestershire  

countryside, The Swan Inn offers travellers the perfect spot to relax 

and unwind. Whether you are travelling on business or pleasure, we 

offer affordable hotel rooms with a list of amenities. We have 8 

newly refurbished rooms that are decorated tastefully to make sure 

that you have an enjoyable stay. While breakfast is included in our 

bed and breakfast rates, you can pop in to our pub for a delicious 

meal of steaks, pies and chilled beers. 

Discover fantastic steaks and freshly made traditional 

English meals at our restaurant. Visit The Swan Inn 

today.

Delicious pub food in Moreton-in-Marsh

Authentic English food and drinks

Are you looking for a pub in the Moreton-in-Marsh area of 

Gloucestershire that serves mouth-watering food? Whether 

you are in the mood for a homemade pie or one of our 

famous steaks, our menu of delicious dishes will surely get 

your taste buds tingling. All our dishes are made from fresh, 

local ingredients sourced from the farms in Gloucestershire. 

You can also choose from a variety of drinks like beer, ale and 

fresh fruit juices to complement your meal. If you are allergic 

to certain foods, please speak to our chef. We will be happy 

to tailor our dishes to suit your preferences.  

The Swan Inn is ideally located at the interjection of Stow-on-

the-Wold (A429) and Bourton Road (A44), making it easily 

accessible by road, bus or train. Surrounded by the amazing 

beauty of the Cotswolds, our function room can make the 

perfect venue for your special day. Get in touch with our 

team in Moreton-in-Marsh, Gloucestershire for bookings. 

Set amidst the beautiful Costwolds 

Complete with traditional wooden interiors and beautiful 

furnishings, our multi-purpose hall can be the ideal 

venue for all special occasions. Whether you are in 

charge if organising an office function or your little one’s 

birthday, our team will work with you to host a memora-

ble party. Our function room can accommodate 50 peo-

ple for a sit-down meal and 70 for a finger buffet.

Function room hire in Gloucestershire

Address:

High Street, Moreton-in-Marsh

GL56 0LL

Phone: 01608 650711

Email: info@swanmoreton.co.uk 

Website: www.swanmoreton.co.uk

The perfect 
place to stay
when visiting
the Cotswolds

Bed and breakfast rates
Single occupancy from £60.00

Double or twin from £80.00

Four-posters from £120.00

Room price includes traditional cooked breakfast.

Get in touch with us today to book your holiday

accommodation. We also have a multi-purpose room for 

hire.

Facilities we offer:
All rooms come with an en suite bathroom and a TV

Tea and coffee making facilities

Hair dryer - Wi-Fi

Car park - Spacious cupboards
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T
he all-new World Rugby Museum has opened at Twickenham, 

with over 38,000 exhibits in modern interactive displays for 

group visitors to explore.

Flexible start times are now available for both group travel  

organisers and educational visits to the museum, housed in the 

South Stand at Twickenham Stadium.

The new museum has more than three times as many objects as 

its predecessor, with memorabilia from around the world and from 

all eras. The move has also been made in time for the 2018 Six 

Nations.

The museum started life as the Museum of Rugby in 1996, 

rebranding as the World Rugby Museum in 2008. It can be visited as 

part of a combined stadium tour and museum package or as a stan-

dalone attraction. Group tours are booked on request with  

flexible start times and operate during museum opening times.

Museum Curator, Phil McGowan, says: "The cutting-edge new 

museum is bigger, better, brighter and more interactive than ever 

before and will offer groups and educational visitors exciting  

hands-on interactive exhibits plus events and education and research 

facilities.

"It houses the world's most prestigious collection of rugby  

memorabilia. This includes commentary, film and match-footage 

from the most iconic moments, memorable tours and greatest  

players in the history of what is the world's most dramatic team 

sport."

Flexible group bookings 

at Twickenham's new 

Rugby Museum

F
our attractions in Northumberland are offering a new member-

ship scheme for group bookers. The Woodhorn Charitable Trust 

is offering group discounts and incentives at its four museums 

which are Woodhorn Museum, Berwick Museum and Art Gallery, 

Hexham Old Gaol and Hexham Moothall, and Morpeth Chantry 

Bagpipe Museum.

For the first time, groups can have a free guided tour of the 

Woodhorn Museum, a historic colliery on Northumberland's coastal 

route that's home to the famous Pitmen Painter's art collection, 

amassed over 50 years by the Ashington Group.

The group mainly consisted of talented coal miners. Their work 

was brought to prominence by the award-winning play Pitmen 

Painters, by Billy Elliot writer, Lee Hall.

Groups can also get discounted entry at the museum with free 

entry for drivers/organisers; discount on purchases in the museum 

shop; and bespoke discounted refreshment packages, as well as 

meal vouchers for drivers.

Hexham Old Gaol and Berwick Museum & Art Gallery also offer 

new benefits for advance bookings, with group admission rates, free 

entry for group leaders and drivers, special guided tours or museum 

introductions, and shop discounts.

Group visitors to all of the museums can also convert their indi-

vidual admission ticket into an annual pass for free return visits.

North East England's 

museums offer new 

group incentives

T
o mark the 500th anniversary of the death of Leonardo da 

Vinci, 144 of the Renaissance master's greatest drawings in the 

Royal Collection will go on display in February 2019 in 12 simul-

taneous exhibitions across the UK. 

Leonardo da Vinci: A Life in Drawing, a nationwide event, will give 

the widest-ever UK audience the opportunity to see the work of this 

extraordinary artist. 12 drawings selected to reflect the full range of 

Leonardo's interests - painting, sculpture, architecture, music, anat-

omy, engineering, cartography, geology and botany - will be shown 

at each venue in Belfast, Birmingham, Bristol, Cardiff, Glasgow, 

Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, Southampton and 

Sunderland, with a further venue to be announced.  

Following the exhibitions at its partner venues, in May 2019 the 

drawings will be brought together to form part of an exhibition of 

over 200 sheets at The Queen's Gallery, Buckingham Palace, the 

largest exhibition of Leonardo's work in over 65 years.  

A selection of 80 drawings will then travel to The Queen's Gallery 

at the Palace of Holyroodhouse in November 2019 for what will be 

the largest group of Leonardo's works ever shown in Scotland. 

Leonardo da Vinci: A 

Life in Drawing set for 

2019 national showcase

Groups welcome at 

Lowther Castle 

L
owther Castle is launching itself into the group travel market 

with special group offers and a series of garden talks. For groups 

of 10+, Lowther offers a discount on garden entry and free entry 

for the organiser/coach driver. In its premium package, guests can 

enjoy hot drinks and biscuits upon arrival, an introductory historical 

talk, and café voucher for the driver.

Head Gardener Martin Ogle has announced a series of monthly 

garden talks starting this month. They last approximately 90 minutes 

and feature a different theme depending on the season.

Lowther Castle was built at the turn of the 19th century and in its 

heyday, played host to kings and queens. It was partly demolished 

and left in ruin in the 1950s, and today the planted ruins and 

restored gardens are a popular attraction in Penrith.
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F
or groups looking for great days out and short breaks, the 

South East of England has so much to offer. The counties of 

Kent, Surrey and Sussex surround Greater London, making 

days out in England's capital immensely popular. But South 

East England covers so much more, miles and acres of 

delightful coastline and countryside in Kent and Sussex, historic 

Oxford and Oxfordshire, historic Hampshire and its naval centres of 

Portsmouth and Southampton all mean that there is plenty to offer 

on the fringes of the capital.  

Located just 16 miles from London, Surrey is a county steeped in 

history, with fine market towns and an excellent range of attractions.

Visit Guildford in the heart of Surrey - where the best things in life 

are free!  You can spend half a day in Guildford Town Centre where 

you can enjoy dining in restaurants, pubs or cafes with a wide range 

of cuisines and many serving locally produced food.  You can shop till 

you drop in well-known high street shops, designer shops and quirky 

independents - after all, Guildford was voted the best luxury  

shopping destination outside London by Experian!

When you visit Guildford in the Heart of Surrey you will find a 

vibrant market town with excellent shopping, a wide selection of 

places to eat and drink, art and culture, and a heritage dating back 

to Saxon times. Guildford is just 35 minutes from London Waterloo 

by train and well served by the A3 and M25.

Heathrow and Gatwick Airports are easy to get to and so is the 

south coast so it is the perfect place from which to explore the whole 

of South East England.

Choose to stay in the town centre close to the shops and  

entertainment, or head for a hotel or B&B in the countryside, and 

relax by walking or cycling in the surrounding countryside.

Stroll along the banks of the River Wey to unwind, or let the 

Guildford Town Guides take you back in time to learn of Guildford’s 

history and visit the Medieval Castle Keep, the Tudor Guildhall or the 

Georgian Art Gallery.

From the theatres and entertainment venues to the summer  

outdoor drama you will always find plenty to entertain you in 

Guildford

Whilst in Guildford why not Visit the Guildford Museum renowned 

for its local history collection and needlework. Find out about 

Guildford residents from the past including Lewis Carroll who is bur-

ied in Guildford’s Mount Cemetery.

Kent - 'The Garden of England' has no shortage of things to see, 

do and explore for Groups. 

The Historic Dockyard Chatham is one of two great historic  

dockyards in South East England. The stunning maritime collections 

at Chatham - brought together by the Dockyard, the National 

Maritime Museum and the Imperial War Museum, include the  

treasure trove that is No.1 Smithery so expect to come across unique 

artefacts and top quality art.

Back along the coast, West Sussex has many great destinations - 

such as Brighton, Eastbourne and Hastings, and visitor attractions 

throughout the county that are well known to groups such as Borde 

Hill a beautiful garden.

Kent, Surrey & Sussex



F
or over 2000 years, Dover Castle has defended the gateway 
to England, high on the white cliffs overlooking the English 
Channel and played a pivotal part in English history, from the 
time when King Henry II built his magnificent and colourful 
palace, to its vital role in the two world wars. Not surprising 

then, that a visit to Dover Castle can easily fill a whole day.
The castle's Secret Wartime Tunnels are the highlight of any visit. 

Running deep beneath the famous White Cliffs, they housed the 
nerve-centre of operations for Winston Churchill and Vice Admiral 
Ramsay as they masterminded the evacuation of 338,000 British and 
French troops from Dunkirk during Operation Dynamo in 1940.  They 
also secretly housed 700 servicemen and women who carried out 
the vital business of manning telephone exchanges, plotting the 
progress of ships and aircraft, and even operating on wounded 
troops. 

Another must-see is King Henry II's magnificent 12th-century pal-
ace, which stands at the heart of the castle. Powerful King Henry, 
whose massive kingdom stretched across Europe, built the Great 
Tower to royally entertain and impress international pilgrims, as they 
travelled to the shrine of Thomas Becket in Canterbury. Visitors 
today will be equally impressed by the recreation of the king's col-
ourful display of wealth, within the private chambers, guest rooms, 
kitchen, armouries and great hall.

Dover Castle provides a complete walk through English history, 
with other highlights including: the Roman lighthouse; Anglo-Saxon 
church of St-Mary-in-Castro; Battlement Walks, Medieval 
Underground Works, plus the First World War Fire Command Post 
and Port War Signal Station.

GROUP TOURS:  Secret Wartime Tunnel 'Operation Dynamo' tours 
now operate on a free flow basis and last approximately 50 minutes 
and access to the Underground Hospital is by guided tour only (both 

included in the admission price).  Early access guided tours of the 
Secret Wartime Tunnels and guided tours of King Henry II's techni-
colour Great Tower are also available exclusively for groups (must be 
pre-booked and both at an additional charge). 

CATERING:  There are a number of eateries tucked away within 
the walls of Dover Castle, including the NAAFI Restaurant, Great 
Tower Café and Secret Wartime Tunnel Café, which offer hot and 
cold drinks and everything from hot meals, freshly made soup and 
sandwiches to cakes and ice cream. 

Dover Castle, Dover, Kent CT16 1HU
T: 01304 211607 E: dover.castle@english-heritage.org.uk
www.english-heritage.org.uk/dovercastle

Make a day of it at

Dover Castle in Kent

Discover Britain's Dover Castle Competition
2 pairs of tickets are up for grabs to enjoy a day out at

Dover Castle
Just fill in the coupon near the back of this issue and return it to 

us. You’ll then be entered into the PRIZE DRAW



Page 20             Discover Britain                                                         Spring-Summer 2018

Nestled at the foot of the South Downs, 

Chichester is surrounded by beautiful  

countryside, sandy beaches, fishing villages, 

historical and family attractions, offering 

incredible diversity to suit every visitor.

For 900 years Chichester Cathedral has 

stood at the heart of Chichester. Visitors 

encounter unique architecture spanning the 

centuries; ranging from original Norman  

features to the magnificent Victorian Spire. 

The Cathedral is especially famous for its art, 

both ancient and modern, with medieval 

carvings alongside world famous 20th 

Century artworks.

The Cathedral is open every day and all 

year with free entry. Free guided tours take 

place Monday to Saturday at 11.15am and 

2.30pm. Special trails for children too. 

Groups can book from a range of tours. 

Many exhibitions, talks, lunchtime and 

evening concerts, and a superb Cloisters 

Café and Shop. All are welcome at this  

splendid Cathedral - a fascinating place to 

visit.

Chichester Festival Theatre is one of the 

UK's flagship theatres, renowned for the 

exceptionally high standard of its  

productions as well as its work with the 

community and young people. The Festival 

Theatre's bold thrust stage design makes it 

one of England's most striking playhouses; a 

studio theatre, the Minerva Theatre, sits 

nearby.

With its light and spacious foyers and  

welcoming cafe, bars and restaurants, all 

with lovely views over Oaklands Park, 

Chichester is one of the country's most 

loved and lively theatres.

The annual Festival season runs from 

April to November, during which  

productions originated at Chichester reach 

an audience of over 230,000 and frequently 

transfer to the West End. Year-round  

programming continues through the winter 

with the Theatre presenting high-class  

touring productions, as well as a traditional 

Christmas show mounted by the renowned 

Chichester Festival Youth Theatre.

Rooted firmly in its community, the 

Theatre runs a Learning, Education and 

Participation (LEAP) programme that is a 

beacon of excellence and inspiration to its 

local audience, as well as being home to one 

of the country's largest youth theatres with 

over 800 members.

Festival 2018 offers a kaleidoscopic  

array of classics, musicals and new work - 

illustrating the breadth of CFT's work and 

determination to appeal to as wide an  

audience as possible. To discover more and 

see what's on, visit cft.org.uk

Discover the beautiful District of Chichester 
and all the other lovely places nearby...

Couple walking past posters outside the 

Chichester Festival Theatre, on the  

outskirts of the historic West Sussex 

cathedral city brimming with arts and  

culture, Chichester, West Sussex

Credit: South East Tourism
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T
he romance of Borde Hill Garden’s rose collection is set to wow 
visitors this year in the garden’s 125th anniversary year as 750 
plants and 100 varieties of David Austin roses bloom in a  

myriad of colours from soft pink through to deep crimson and from 
yellow to bright red in a setting inspired by the Garden's Edwardian 
predecessors. 

Four generations of the Stephenson Clarke family have lived in 
this historic Tudor house near Haywards Heath.  The garden is  
probably best-known as a plant hunters paradise, as it contains 
many rare shrubs and trees sent home to Colonel Stephenson R 
Clarke by the great plant hunters including George Forest and EH 
Wilson.  However, in the summer, it's the roses that take centre 
stage at Borde Hill.

Inspired by a 1902 ‘Country Life’ article which detailed the roses 
grown at the country manor during Victorian times, Borde Hill’s  
custodian, Eleni Stephenson Clarke, commissioned Robin Williams 
(senior) to create a new rose garden which she then filled with over 
100 varieties of David Austin roses.  

The Jay Robin Rose Garden comprises formal beds bordered by 
box and lavender, red brick paths and is highlighted with plantings 
on obelisks and trellises. The design has formal and informal  
elements with high yew walls. 

Eleni Stephenson Clarke says: “The photographs from the early 
20th century of the house and garden showed a gorgeous display of 

Rose Celebration Weeks:

18th June 2018 – 29th June 2018 

Book a group visit and enjoy the Rose Garden and Elizabethan House

roses and this really inspired me to bring back the rose to Borde Hill.   
I chose David Austin roses because they are truly spectacular in their 
variety and they have such wonderful longevity.”

Head gardener Andy Stevens says: “The Jay Robin Rose Garden is 
undoubtedly the main highlight of the summer displays at Borde Hill 
- the sight and fragrance of over 750 David Austin doses is something 
to behold.”

The garden contains the most valued and most popular roses 
developed by David Austin. 

The garden contains some of the most important of the David 
Austin varieties including Gertrude Jekyll, Winchester Cathedral and 
Graham Thomas which were all introduced in the early to mid 1980s 
and are said to be responsible for the success of David Austin’s  
business.  The rose garden also contains some of the most popular 
roses sold in the last 12 months in the UK including Olivia Rose 
Austin, Lady Emma Hamilton, Darcy Bussell, Lady of Shalott and 
Munstead Wood.

The addition of the mixed herbaceous border in the Jay Robin 
Rose Garden was inspired by Helen Dillon’s planting and contains 
roses, blue delphiniums, aconites, salvias, blue asters and actaea.

Two recent rose borders designed by noted rosarian Charles 
Quest-Ritson and plantsman Dr Tony Lord were planted in early 
2011.  The Gold Standard Roses, kindly donated by BARB (British 
Association of Rose Breeders) are healthy and floriferous, varying 
from very strong to pale cream colour and are planted together with 
unusual shrubs and perennials.

Rose Celebration Weeks at Borde Hill Garden will run from 
the18th June 2018 – 29th June 2018.  Head Gardener, Andy Stevens, 
will be available on certain days during to offer advice and tips on 
choosing, growing and caring for roses.  Old and new photographs, 
depicting the evolution of the rose garden over the last century, will 
be on display.  Short tours will be given free of charge on the 20th 
and 27th June and tours of the house are planned during this time.  
The house will be decorated with rose displays and visitors will be 
able to see family memorabilia from Colonel Stephenson Clarke’s 
travels as well viewing the fine furnishings.

 Clubs and societies are invited to pre-book a group visit to 
either just the Garden or the Garden and the Elizabethan House 

throughout  Rose Weeks when the House will be especially  
decorated with roses or during June or July Monday to Friday.
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Y
ou can spend half a day in Guildford Town Centre where 

you can enjoy dining in restaurants, pubs or cafes with a 

wide range of cuisines and many serving locally produced 

food.  You can shop till you drop in well-known high street 

shops, designer shops and quirky independents - after all, 

Guildford was voted the best luxury shopping destination outside 

London by Experian!

You can then step back in time and explore the heritage of this 

bustling market town.  Book one of the knowledgeable town guides 

to take you on a walk pointing out all the history of the town, or pick 

up an Historic Trail map from the Tourist Office (available in advance 

by emailing tic@guildford.gov.uk) or download the Hand Held Tour 

of Historic Guildford from Google or Apple iStore.

There are two perfect coach stops in town - either at the top of 

town outside G Live Entertainment Venue (which gives you an 

opportunity to drop into the Radisson Blu Edwardian Guildford for 

one of their exquisite afternoon tea's) or at the bottom of town by 

the Yvonne Arnaud Theatre (also a perfect spot for lunch  

overlooking the River Wey).

Set a few minutes away from the hustle and bustle of Guildford's 

cobbled  high street you will find beautifully manicured flower beds 

within the sculptured Castle grounds and Guildford's own Great 

Tower Castle keep.

The Castle originally built sometime after 1066 and offers a  

fantastic view of the lush rolling green hills that is the Surrey  

countryside if you climb the 34 steps that leads to the viewing  

platform you can see out over the Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty and other iconic buildings in guildford.

The Castle grounds provide a stunning display of colour  

throughout the year and a peaceful place to stop and contemplate 

the history of the spot where you are sitting. With group tour's there 

is ample parking close by and a guided tour of the venue is available 

upon request.   

With free entry you can also explore the Guildford Museum, 

Guildford House Art Gallery and the Guildhall.  You can also visit St 

Mary's Church, Guildford's oldest building, or book to have a tour of 

Abbot's Hospital - built in 1619 as an alms house.

In the heart of the Surrey Hills is the Artists’ Village, a unique arts 

heritage site. Founded by Victorian artists G F and Mary Watts the 

Artists’ Village provides a gateway for inspiration, learning and  

creation. With our permanent collections, temporary exhibitions, 

expert tours, woodland walks and famous Tea Shop, it’s a great day 

out for all. Step back in time in the newly restored G F Watts Studio, 

discover unfinished canvases, and see finished masterpieces  

including new loans from Tate. Learn the techniques Mary Watts 

used when creating Watts Chapel in the first studio dedicated to her 

work. In the surrounding countryside there are many stately homes 

with neat manicured gardens to explore, or take a trip around 

Denbies Wine estate and taste some locally produced wine!

For full details of places to visit, group tours and itineraries,  

contact Guildford Tourist Information Centre on 01483 444333 or 

go to www.visitguildford.com

Visit Guildford in 

the heart of Surrey
 - where the best things
in life are free!  

Alexander Creswell, G F Watts 

Studios. 2015. Watercolour
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K
nown as the cruise capital of Europe, Southampton plays 

host to over four million visitors a year and boasts an 

impressive cultural offering, from museums, music venues 

and art galleries, to award winning parks and the general 

hustle and bustle of a diverse city with fantastic shopping 

facilities.

Sightseeing walks and tours in and around Southampton offer  

visitors great opportunities to explore and make the most of a day or 

short break in the area. 

Join one of the many guided or self-guided walks and discover the 

history and culture of this magnificent city.

‘See Southampton’ is Southampton's newest tour guiding group, 

offering tours and talks, for individuals and groups. An innovative 

series of walks has been designed to showcase the very best of 

Southampton.

Southampton's history 

Sotonians include Jane Austen, who lived in what is now Old Town, 

and it is rumoured that Southampton Water is the site where King 

Canute tried to hold back the tides. The renowned novelist lived in 

Southampton from 1807 to1809. There is a Jane Austen Trail through 

Southampton's Old Town

 

The city has an important aviation and maritime heritage. Henry 

V marched his troops through the Westgate (still standing) to sail for 

France and the battle of Agincourt. The Mayflower sailed from 

Southampton taking settlers to the New World of America. The 

Titanic embarked from Southampton on its fateful maiden voyage, 

taking over five hundred Southampton residents who would never 

return. Southampton was home of some of the first flying boats, and 

it is thought that the term 'air port' was first used in reference to 

Southampton in this role. Local resident RJ Mitchell designed the 

Spitfire and it had its maiden flight from what is now Southampton 

airport. Local people kept production of this vital plane going 

throughout the war. The port also served as a critical base for 

American soldiers amassing in secret for the D Day landings.

 

In 1620 the Pilgrims chartered the Mayflower to sail to the New 

World to escape religious oppression in England. They also bought a 

smaller boat the Speedwell, which was originally built in 

Southampton, to use permanently when they reached America.

 

Old Town today still contains a wealth of historical attractions - 

the Bargate which was originally built as the main gateway to the 

medieval city, the 800 year old Bargate stands as a prestigious 

entrance to the Old Town where you will find the third longest 

stretch of unbroken medieval defensive walling in England and Tudor 

House are some of the many sites worth visiting.

Southampton, host to over 

four million visitors a year 



  Edwardian Manor House

  97 bedrooms

  12 acres of landscaped grounds

  Up to 200 delegates

 11 air-conditioned meeting rooms

 5 miles from Southampton Docks Cruise  

        Terminal and Southampton International 

        Airport and Parkway train station

A Postcard from Chilworth Manor

Hello from Chilworth Manor Hotel,

The hotel is amazing! Set in beautiful gardens we have 

loved exploring the grounds, we even saw a deer this  

morning. The facilities have also been fabulous; the 

onsite state-of-the-art health club and spa are so 

relaxing, and the pool has been great for getting in a 

quick morning swim. There is so much to do in the area; 

we went to the New Forest yesterday and saw the 

ponies and donkeys at Beaulieu, today we will visit 

Marwell Zoo before the historic dockyard at 

Portsmouth. With the city of Winchester just around 

the corner we simply must visit the Cathedral and of 

course the shopping and markets of Southampton are 

right on the doorstep.

Wish you were here, you'd love it.

See you soon.

Chilworth Manor Hotel

Chilworth

Southampton

Hampshire SO16 7PT

Call us: 023 8076 7333

Visit us online: chilworth-manor.co.uk

Email us:

sales@chilworth-manor.co.uk
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T
he name 'cathedral' is derived from 

the Latin word 'cathedra' which 

means 'chair'. A church which con-

tains the official chair, seat or 

throne of a bishop is called a cathe-

dral. When a new bishop takes up his duties, 

he is enthroned during a service in the 

cathedral church. The relationship between 

bishops and their cathedrals is a close one.

Pilgrims and visitors have made their way 

to Canterbury Cathedral since the Middle 

Ages. It remains one of the most visited 

places in the country, and, just as important-

ly, a working, living church and community. 

Visitors have always been made welcome 

in the ancient tradition of Benedictine hos-

pitality. 

Discover nearly 800 years of history, 

including Britain's tallest spire, the world's 

best preserved original Magna Carta 1215  

Built between 1220 and 1258, in one archi-

tectural style, Salisbury is Britain's finest 

13th century Gothic Cathedral.

A beautiful and historic building, Salisbury 

Cathedral is an impressive stage for major 

services, concerts, workshops and art instal-

lations, yet also a place for private prayer 

and reflection. 

The Cathedral and surrounding Close are 

visited by over 500,000 people a year. 

Many come as tourists or to worship, 

while others attend some of the many 

events taking place here each year. 

The Cathedral is open to all and seeks to 

provide a warm welcome to, it's many visi-

tors.

Or marvel at St Paul's, with its vast dome, 

which is an iconic feature of the London sky-

line and known across the world.

When you step inside you will mesmer-

ised  at the Cathedral's awe-inspiring interi-

or and uncover fascinating stories about its 

history and the rich work and worship that 

takes place here, all set over five levels, the 

highest of which will give you unrivalled 

views over London.

Groups will find visiting St Paul's an easy 

and rewarding experience which offers a 

unique presentation of the faith, architec-

ture and history of the nation's church, as 

well as complete access from the very bot-

tom to the very top of Wren's iconic cathe-

dral.

Sightseeing admission includes access to 

all of the cathedral floor, crypt and the three 

dome galleries. Multimedia guides in 9 lan-

guages are included. Most visitors use these 

extremely popular and easy to use devices 

on a self-guided basis.

Cathedrals &  Minsters for Groups
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Southwell Minster
Said by many to be the best kept secret 
among the forty-two English cathedrals

S
et in beautiful leafy surrounds, the market town of Southwell, 
home to the Bramley apple, boasts two of Nottinghamshire's 
most historically important and revered buildings… and 
they're just yards apart! Said by many to be the best kept 
secret among the forty-two English cathedrals, the Cathedral 

and Parish Church of the Blessed Virgin Mary is more popularly 
known as 'Southwell Minster'. Although Christian worship has taken 
place on this site for over 1000 years, the present Romanesque 
building started construction in 1108 and in 1884 became the 
Cathedral Church of the Diocese.

Inside you'll find stunning stained glass windows, intricate wood-
carvings that need to be seen to be believed, as well as the world 
renowned 'Leaves of Southwell' - regarded as some of the finest 
examples of naturalistic stone carvings in all of Europe, as well as 
much, much more. 

You can see four spectacular stained glass windows, by the altar, 
that were originally in the Temple Church of Paris where Marie 
Antoinette and King Louis XVI were imprisoned during the French 
Revolution. It is believed they would have prayed daily in front of 
these windows before they met their grisly end and the stunning 
vivid colours still remain centuries later. During the Civil War, Scottish 

Parliamentary troops stabled their horses in the Nave and smashed 
all the windows in the Chapter House

Guided tours are available for those wanting to delve deeper into 
the history of this magnificent place of worship and on a dry day you 
can get onto the roof of the Minster whereby you'll be greeted by 
360 degree panoramic views of the unspoilt countryside.

Adjacent to Southwell Minster you'll find The Archbishop's Palace 
which has its own story to tell. Over centuries this seemingly tranquil 
spot has seen much change and turmoil. In the 10th Century it is 
believed Archbishops built the first residence, which evolved and 
changed over time. The Palace that exists today was created atop 
medieval ruins of an earlier Palace of the Archbishops of York.

As it belonged to one of the most important men in the kingdom, 
the Palace was suitably grand, hosting many as they journeyed 
across the land, including two pivotal men whose actions shaped the 
nation: Cardinal Wolsey (c 1473-1530) who stayed here after failing 
to get Henry VIII's first marriage annulled by the Pope, and King 
Charles I (1600-1649), whose struggles with Parliament led to Civil 
War. During the Civil War the Palace was partially dismantled and left 
in ruin for more than 150 years. 

Guided Tours of The Archbishop's Palace and majestic gardens are 
led by trained guides and tours can also be arranged for groups of 
any size. The Palace and gardens are completely wheelchair accessi-
ble.

 
All visitors to either venue are warmly invited to attend Evensong 

in the Minster at 5.30pm (3.30pm Sundays) which is sung by the 
wonderful Cathedral Choir and is worth the trip alone.

www.southwellminster.org
www.archbishopspalacesouthwell.org.uk

www.leavesofsouthwell.org.uk 
01636 812649

Simon Bull Images



W
inchester Cathedral is one of the finest medieval 

Cathedrals in Europe. Nestled at the heart of  

historic Winchester, this magnificent Cathedral is 

the resting place of Saxon royalty, bishops and 

Jane Austen, the much-loved English novelist.

Winchester Cathedral is also one of the largest Cathedrals in the 

UK, with the longest nave and greatest overall length of any Gothic 

Cathedral in Europe. 

Marvel at stunning architecture, beautiful stained glass and  

priceless treasures as you explore this vast and ancient place of  

Winchester Cathedral 
One of the largest Cathedrals in the UK

worship. The spectacular Winchester Bible, the largest and finest of 

all surviving 12th-century English Bibles, is a real highlight.

With so much to see and do and over 1,500 years of history to  

discover, Winchester Cathedral is an ideal destination for groups. 

Special events and festivals can also be enjoyed throughout the year 

to make your visit even more memorable. 

This autumn, Winchester Cathedral Flower Festival returns with 

Illumination: A Festival of Flowers from 5 - 9 September 2018.  

Visitors to this fabulous festival will be immersed in a riot of colour 

as the Cathedral is transformed by striking and fragrant floral  

displays evoking the Winchester Bible's exquisite illuminated initials 

and elaborate decorative schemes.

Winchester Cathedral's internationally renowned Christmas 

Market and Ice Rink also returns from 17 November 2018, widely 

regarded as one of the best Christmas Markets in Europe. 

For more information about group visits to Winchester Cathedral 
and to enquire about group discounts, please call 01962 857200 

or visit www.winchester-cathedral.org.uk
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A
s the site of Henry III's coronation, the burial place of 
Edward II, the home of a stained glass window the size of 
a tennis court and a filming location for Harry Potter, 
Wolf Hall and Sherlock, to name a few, Gloucester 
Cathedral's history is a fascinating story 1,300 years in 

the making. One of the most beautiful medieval buildings in the 
country, the first religious house here was founded in 678 by Prince 
Osric. Monastic life continued for 400 years, but by the Norman 
Conquest in 1066 the monastery was struggling. To solve this, 
William the Conqueror appointed a new charismatic leader, Abbot 
Serlo, in 1072.  Serlo's energy and ambition brought new life to the 
monastery and by 1089 he started building the magnificent church 
we enjoy today. Gloucester became an increasingly important site 
for pilgrimage following the crowning of King Henry III in 1216 and 
the burial of the murdered King Edward II in 1327, attracting visitors 
from all around the world.
New for 2018
Following an ambitious development programme - solar panels on 

the roof now supply 25% of our electricity, our medieval Lady Chapel 
has been extensively restored and a new interactive exhibition,  
sharing the story of the Cathedral's history, has been installed. In 
warmer weather, you can enjoy the newly landscaped Cathedral 
Green or relax in the Cloister Garth, the perfect place to get a picture 
of the tower. 

Group Visits
For 2018 we have launched a new Group Visits package.  As well as 
a tour of the main Cathedral, explore our medieval library, venture 
up the 269 steps to the top of the tower and visit the workshop of 
our talented stone masons. Between tours, enjoy our delicious 
Monk's and Pilgrim's pie - based on a recipe mentioned in the 
Domesday book - in the historic Parliament Rooms where Henry VIII 
and Anne Boleyn stayed.

Group bookings
To book your group visit or to request a new group visits brochure, 
contact visits@gloucestercathedral.org.uk

www.gloucestercathedral.org.uk
Facebook/GloucesterCathedral   Twitter/@GlosCathedral 

Instagram/@GloucesterCathedral

Welcome to Gloucester Cathedral
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H
ome to over 300 museums and 

galleries, London is still the big 

name destination everyone 

wants to visit and comes back 

to time and time again. The 

diversity of cultural attractions on offer in 

and around the capital is wide  

ranging, with opportunity to discover  

little-known facts about anything and  

everything. From the world's largest mari-

time museum, one of the finest collections 

of Ancient Egyptian artefacts in the world, a 

26-metrelong dinosaur to old London buses, 

learn more about the history of London and 

the world, nature and science, and explore 

incredible collections of memorabilia and 

artefacts from a whole range of different 

subjects, both mainstream and the curious 

and lesser-known. Major venues such as the 

British Museum, Victoria and Albert 

Museum, and Natural History Museum.

Science Museum and National Gallery are just a sample of great attractions with incredible collections which spearhead the draw for 

domestic and international visitors alike.

The Science Museum is home to one of the world's most magnificent collections of science, industry, technology and medicine, and one 

of London's most hands-on and interactive museums. With over 145 galleries and over four million items to explore, The Victoria and Albert 

(The V & A) Museum is one of the most influential museums of decorative and applied arts in the world.

Located in the heart of historic Greenwich, the National Maritime Museum houses the most important collection of objects relating to 

the history of Britain at sea. The collection, partly housed in former royal palace Queen's House, dates back to 1823 and features some 300 

portraits, paintings and artefacts.

London - still the big name

Empathy Museum Sculpture

Credit©VisitBritain
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Town Hall, Station Road, Clacton on Sea, CO15 1SE

Book Online: www.princestheatre.co.uk

Box Office: 01255 686633

MUST SEE SHOWS AT THE

PRINCES THEATRE, CLACTON

Thursday 3rd May 

Walk Right Back – The Story of the Everly Brothers

Friday 11th May 

Jasper Carrot – Stand Up & Rock

Friday 25th May 

Swan Lake presented by Vienna Festival Ballet

Sat 2nd June 

Les Musicals –

Starring Jonathon Ansell & Rhydian Roberts

Tues 12th June 

Land of Hope & Glory –

Matinee

Fri 20th July 

 Legend –

The Music of Bob Marley

Sat 21st July 

Buddy Holly – A Legend Reborn

Sunday 5th August 

That’ll Be The Day

Group Bookings buy 10 get 11 free

B
rightlingsea, Clacton-on-Sea, Dovercourt, Frinton-on-Sea, 

Harwich, Jaywick, Manningtree, Mistley, St Osyth & 

Walton-on-the-Naze. Clacton-on-Sea is a traditional  

seaside town with a modern twist. From stunning  

beaches and the fun of the fair on Clacton Pier, an array of 

amusements arcades to the more tranquil and vibrantly coloured 

seafront gardens.

The main shopping area contains many of the more familiar 

national chains, independent stores as well as a variety of eateries 

to tantalise your taste buds.

Currently a renaissance of our seafront is taking place in the form 

of a £36 million pound coastal defence project from Clacton Pier to 

Holland Haven covering 5kms creating 22 new glorious beaches in 

separate bays which can be enjoyed at all states of the tide.

As we head into the summer season a vast array of events take 

place in and around the Essex Sunshine Coast.

The Princes Theatre Clacton offers a whole host of entertainment 

throughout the season both day and night.

From parks and gardens, coast and countryside, culture &  

heritage and much more. The Essex Sunshine Coast is an ideal desti-

nation for a day trip, weekend break or longer holiday and is the  

perfect destination for either a long weekend break,  family or group 

holiday, or just a simple day out at the seaside! 

The surrounding area boasts picturesque villages steeped in  

history surrounded by beautiful unspoiled country landscapes and 

with the centre of London only an hour or so away making it an  

easily accessible destination.

The Essex Sunshine Coast is an ideal destination for a day trip, 

weekend break or longer holiday! For more information log on to 

www.essex-sunshine-coast.org.uk or call the Information Centre on 

01255 686633.

The Sunshine Coast
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A
cross Britain there are a host of UNESCO World 

Heritage Sites which provide groups with a great option 

for a fascinating visit. UNESCO - which stands for The 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organisation - only bestows the status of World 

Heritage Sites to those places deemed of cultural and natural  

heritage across the globe and considered to be of outstanding value 

to humanity, whether for their historical significance to their out-

standing beauty. 

London boasts some of the most iconic sites in the world, many 

of which are protected by World Heritage status. They include Tower 

of London, home to the Crown Jewels; Westminster Abbey, the bur-

ial place of many great Britons from Charles Darwin to Charles 

Dickens; Maritime Greenwich, home to Christopher Wren's baroque  

masterpiece, the Old Royal Naval College and the Cutty Sark - the 

world's last surviving tea clipper ship, plus Kew Gardens, home to 

300 acres of greenery, ancient trees, palm houses and a treetop 

walkway.

If your group has an interest in industrial heritage, Liverpool is 

recognised as a 'supreme example' of a British port at the time of 

Britain's greatest global influence, and it is here you can see the 

famous Liver Building, the impressive Albert Dock, plus take a iconic 

ferry across the Mersey River. Plus other examples of industry 

include Derwent Valley Mills set along the River Derwent in 

Derbyshire, Saltaire Village near Bradford in West Yorkshire and 

Ironbridge in Shropshire.

One of the UK's most famous UNESCO sites is Stonehenge, the 

famous megalithic monument which dates back 50,000 years and 

has drawn visitors for centuries. 

And the list does not begin to stop there by any means. 

The city of Bath is a wonderful place to visit and stay in, with 

chance to see the ancient Roman Baths, the elegant Pulteney Bridge, 

stunning Georgian architecture and Bath Abbey. Blenheim Palace in 

Oxfordshire, the birthplace of Winston Churchill, is a superb  

preserved 18th-century stately home set in a 2,100-acre park  

landscaped by 'Capability' Brown. 

On the south coast of England, the Dorset and East Devon Coast 

is also known as The Jurassic Coast and was the first ever site to be 

inscribed as a 'natural' World Heritage Site. It spans 95 miles of  

dramatic coastline and has been exposed to provide an almost  

continuous geological 'walk through time' spanning 185 million years 

of history.

The Cathedrals of Durham (in North East England) and Canterbury 

(in Kent) have thousands of years of history and fabulous  

architecture to explore. Likewise, Fountains Abbey in Yorkshire, the 

largest monastic ruin in Britain, is equally as impressive and  

captivating, as is the magnificent Hadrian's Wall which will provide 

groups with opportunity to follow in the footsteps of Roman invad-

ers from centuries past.

Scotland's capital Edinburgh is a delight, particularly The Old 

Town, which with Edinburgh Castle standing graciously overlooking 

the city, oozes history. A stroll along its cobbled streets and dark 

alleyways is a fabulous walk through time, whilst the Georgian New 

Town with its graceful crescents, squares and terraces is equally 

evocative.

In Wales, the castles of Conwy, Caernarfon, Harlech  and Beaumaris 

all stand out for their sheer scale. Well-preserved,  

atmospheric and enormous they represent the pinnacle of medieval 

military architecture. 

Equally impressive is the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct , the longest and 

highest aqueduct in Britain. At 126 feet above the River Dee, it is a 

200-year-old engineering marvel which looks fantastic from a  

distance but by walking or travelling over by canal boat makes for 

greater viewing.

Near the Welsh capital Cardiff is Blaenavon, an area shaped by the 

coal and iron industries which highlights the importance of south 

Wales in the world's production of coal and iron in the 19th century.

Not to be left out, Northern Ireland is also home to two UNESCO 

sites. First there is the iconic and intriguing rock formation of The 

Giant's Causeway. Lying at the foot of basalt cliffs along the rugged 

Antrim coast of Northern Ireland, these 40,000 massive black basalt 

columns sticking out of the sea are a sight to behold and have been 

shrouded in myth and legend for centuries. 

Then there is the Marble Arch Caves Global Geopark. Straddling 

Counties Fermanagh and Cavan, it became the world's first cross 

border Geopark back in 2008 and is home to a fascinating variety of 

geology, natural landscapes, historic relics and one of the finest 

showcaves in Europe.

Get set to explore Britain's

UNESCO World Heritage sites



A 
World Heritage Site and the beating heart of the Industrial 
Revolution, Ironbridge is home to 10 amazing museums 
that make an unforgettable group visit. Travel back to the 
age of steam and experience the sights, sounds and 
smells of the Victorian era at Blists Hill Victorian Town. 

Discover how Coalbrookdale changed the world at the Museum of 
Iron; explore the artistry and craft behind the tiles that decorated 
Victorian Britain at Jackfield Tile Museum and browse the beautiful 
collections at Coalport China Museum. 

 Across the year, groups can enjoy special events and exhibitions 
at the museums. Showcasing the world's best botanical  
photography, the International Garden Photographer of the Year 
(IGPOTY) exhibition can be viewed at the Fusion Gallery, adjacent to 
Jackfield Tile Museum between 3rd May and 17th September 
(10am-4pm). 

Later in the year, groups can enjoy the true taste of Christmas at 
Blists Hill's two festive weekends, 8th - 9th and 15th - 16th 
December. Experience a magical Victorian festive season and take 
advantage of the special £9.50 per person rate for pre-booked  
parties of 15 or more.

 There is free coach parking or a drop off facility at each museum; 
group leaders and coach drivers have complimentary admission 
when accompanying a group and coach drivers will be given a free 
refreshment voucher. Discounts are available for groups of 15 plus. 
Call the Group Visits Officer Ben Walker to discuss the options on Tel: 
01952 435 900 or email visits@ironbridge.org.uk; details can also be 
found on www.ironbridge.org.uk.

Discover the delights of the 

Ironbridge Gorge Museums’

10 award winning attractions 

in a World Heritage Site

Marcio Cabral/IGPOTY



A
mber Valley, the heart of Derbyshire, hosts a 
wide selection of superb attractions, historic 
towns and tranquil villages - Something  

for everyone.  The glorious scenery of the Derwent 
Valley is truly magnificent with beautiful  
countryside and formal gardens set in the UNESCO 
World Heritage Site.  

As the River Derwent passes through Derbyshire, 
the area renowned for its industrial  
history is celebrated, with the mills designated as a 
World Heritage Site.  At Strutt's North Mill, home of 
the Derwent Valley Visitor Centre, gain a fascinating 
insight into industrial and social history and its  
associations to the market town of Belper.  

Stroll through the beautiful River Gardens, stop 
and listen at the bandstand or take in the historic 
town including mill workers cottages. Belper, full of 
character and culture offers independent shop, a 
range of eateries and a true high street experience.

For those looking for nostalgia then try the 
Midland Railway - Butterley offering travel and a 
tremendous railway experience with its unique  
collection of restored locomotives travelling along 

railway track.  The heritage railway takes you on a 
seven-mile journey through Country Park and 
includes narrow gauge trains, stationary engine 
workshops and whatever the season you will find 
special events.

Step back in time at Crich Tramway Village and 
enjoy the excitement as vintage trams transport 
you through a period townscape with views high 
above the Derwent Valley that take your breath 
away. Ride on the beautifully restored trams all day 
or play in the woodland walk area.  

Rich in history and heritage the National Trust's 
superb Kedleston Hall is a gem of the finest work 
of the Scottish architect Robert Adam.  This  
stunning property offers beautiful paintings,  
sculpture and fine furniture.  Set in 800 acres of  
landscaped parkland, with lakes and cascades and 
well known as film and television location.   
Mrs Garnett, the housekeeper in period costume 
might welcome you to the house.

At nearby Heage Windmill you are able to  
discover the only working stone-towered,  
multi-sailed windmill in England.  Climb this unique 

tower, listen to the cogs turning and sails whirling 
around and see stone ground flour produced.

For those who enjoy the retail experience the 
famous Amber Valley Individual Factory Shops Trail 
is a must and includes a wide range of "real factory 
shops" where you can pick up a bargain.  Leading 
manufacturing outlets offer a huge variety of  
products including the Denby Visitor Centre  
featuring factory shopping, cookery emporium and 
a craftroom visit to see how the pottery is made.

The De Bradelei stores at Belper offers designer 
labels fashions that you will instantly recognise  
situated in a historic grand old mill building or why 
not visit the antique shops, and monthly Farmers 
Market.

Take a look at www.visitambervalley.com for  
further idea of how to spend a Great Day Out in 
Derbyshire. 

 
For further details, group itineraries and help plan-
ning your visit, please contact Joanne Bamford at 

Amber Valley Tourism on 01773 841485 or Joanne.
bamford@ambervalley.gov.uk

Amber 

Valley, - The 

Heart of 

Derbyshire

©Ashley Franklin ©Ashley Franklin
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Welcoming Groups

and Coach Parties

C
rich Tramway Village offers one of Derbyshire's great fam-

ily and group days out and a step back in time. Vintage 

trams run along a period street, climbing a mile and a half 

of track that provides breathtaking views of the surround-

ing Derbyshire countryside.

Experience the fascinating Woodland Walk & Sculpture Trail, 

which winds its way back to the village, or remain on the tram and 

be dropped off outside The Red Lion Pub and Tearooms, before  

visiting the fascinating Exhibitions and Workshop Viewing Gallery.  

There are new additions to the sculptures this year, with the 

installation of a series of First World War commemorative  

sculptures, designed by award winning artists, Musson+Retallick.

The Great Exhibition Hall features at Century of Trams, from horse 

drawn to the electric era and smaller exhibitions include Arms to 

Armistice, detailing the challenges women faced to be treated as 

equals working on the trams, as well as their quick dismissal when 

the men returned from the First World War.

The tram depots have also been extensively refurbished to house 

the collection of operational trams. There are also picnic areas and 

indoor and outdoor play areas to keep the children entertained.

For a spot of retail therapy, The Forge Gift Shop offers mementoes 

of your visit and the traditional sweet shop enables you to by your 

old favourites by the quarter.

Details about our special events throughout the season can be 

found on our website.

Pre-booked groups of ten or more receive discounted rates and 

coach parties are welcome. Coach drivers receive free admission and 

a refreshment voucher and there is free parking close to the 

entrance.

Group rates for 2018 are £10.50 for adults and seniors and £7.00 

for children aged 4 - 15 years.  Under 4's are admitted free of charge.

An Access Tram for wheelchair users runs twice a day on request, 

and there is disabled access to all the facilities.

Crich Tramway Village is open daily until Sunday 4th November 

2018 from 10am.  For more details and opening times Tel: 01773 

854321 or visit www.tramway.co.uk.   



Page 38             Discover Britain                                                         Spring-Summer 2018

D
iscover the beautiful gardens and grounds of Plas Tan y Bwlch, 
a spectacular Victorian garden nestling in dramatic mountain 
scenery within the Snowdonia National Park.  Covering 13 

acres, this 'garden for all seasons' hosts a magnificent collection of 
flowering rhododendrons and azaleas in spring which includes a 
120-year-old rhododendron tunnel. In summer, shrubs, roses and 
herbaceous plants growing in the warm south-facing sunny borders 
are a delight and in October and early November the autumn 
leaf-colours are not to be missed.

Overlooking the garden is a dramatic Victorian-Gothic mansion, 
which was once home to wealthy slate-quarry-owners the Oakeley 
family. Now run as the Snowdonia National Park Authority's study 
centre, it is also possible for garden visitors to view inside this histor-
ic building. 

Much of the garden seen today was originally laid out for William 
Edward Oakeley by Head Gardener John Roberts in a period lasting 
from 1879 until 1912. This garden post-dates earlier landscapes 
works which were carried out on the estate in the romantic pictur-
esque-style very much in favour during the 18th and early 19th  
centuries.  These earlier works, commissioned by William Edward 
Oakeley's grandfather William Oakeley, included improving the agri-
cultural land in the valley, which until his arrival was a tidal estuary 
(today the actual coastline is two miles away). He built nearly a mile 
of embankments to contain the river and reclaimed the land from 
regular flooding. It is also suggested that he altered the river's 
course and created a series of graceful meanderings to improve the 
aesthetic nature of the view from the mansion above. 

During the winter of 2013 - 2014 North West Wales was battered 
by a succession of terrible storms culminating in the 'St Valentine's 
Day Storm' which subjected Plas Tan y Bwlch to wind speeds in 
excess of 103mph on the 13th and 14th February 2014. Visitors now 
have the opportunity to view parts of the garden undergoing a fas-
cinating restoration following extensive damage during those storms.

Visitors can also enjoy Plas Tan y Bwlch's Victorian conservatory 
tea room with its stunning views across the Maentwrog valley, a 
video presentation on the history of this astonishing estate and fol-
low estate walks which lead past the beautiful waters of Llyn Mair 
(Welsh for Mary's Lake) to Tan y Bwlch station, where the Ffestiniog 
Steam Railway can be joined. 

Wales: glorious gardens for all

seasons in all directions

O
ne of the delights of visiting Wales is that wherever 

you go, there are so many beautiful historic and mod-

ern gardens to explore. From north to south, from the 

west to the borders with England, you are never far 

from a beautiful property to visit, and the range of 

gardens in the Principality is so diverse there is something for every-

one. 

The beautiful National Botanic Garden of Wales in Carmarthenshire 

is a perfect example. Spread across 568-acres of parkland, the mix of 

historic and futuristic buildings, horticultural displays and flower 

meadows, and lakes and walks are just a few  

reasons to its popularity. 

Award-winning water sculptures link the past with the present, 

bringing 1790s garden and lake design side by side with  

contemporary art design.

The Garden's centre piece is the Great Glasshouse where inside 

the amazing tilted glass dome is a Mediterranean landscape domi-

nated by a six-metre deep ravine. 

Further west into Pembrokeshire, Picton Castle and Gardens is a 

gardener's delight, boasting 40 acres of uniquely beautiful gardens 

and a host of tranquil walks.

Built in the 13th Century and set in magnificent woodland and 

walled gardens, Picton Castle has been the seat of the Phillips  

family since around 1300. 

Remodeled in the mid-18th century to create a delightful country 

house, visitors to Picton will find everything from azaleas and  

rhododendrons, camellias, redwoods, oaks, magnolias, embothrium 

and a host of important specimen trees and shrubs. 

From one side of Wales to the other, where in the wonderful 

countryside of the Welsh border above Tintern, Veddw has been 

admired by many over the years for its rich detail, idiosyncratic style 

and luscious setting.

The local landscape of rolling hills is reflected in the sinuous hedg-

es that provide the perfect backdrop for other planting schemes. 

There are two acres of ornamental garden and two acres of wood-

land, whilst a great feature and addition to the garden is the reflect-

ing pool, which is nothing short of elegant and dramatic. 

In Gwynedd, North Wales, the gardens at Plas Brondanw are a 

fine example of Sir Clough Williams-Ellis's talent for creative  

landscape design. 

A twentieth century garden with a superb site, he created a 

unique and characteristic garden landscape which provides a series 

of dramatic and romantic views, all set within the Snowdonia 

National Park between Snowdon and the sea.
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THE GARDENS AT 

PLAS TAN Y BWLCH

A seat of learning in the heart of Snowdonia National Park 

T
he Snowdonia National Park Centre, Plas Tan y 
Bwlch occupies a superb position overlooking the 
valley of the river Dwyryd . Located in the heart of 
the Snowdonia National Park, the Center plays host 
to a number of public courses, professional training 

and exhibitions, which are of interest to all lovers of  
countryside and heritage, and for those who would like to 
know more about this fascinating part of north Wales.  

Plas Tan y Bwlch is a well-appointed country house and 
has a rich history.  It was once the Welsh home of the 
Oakley family, important quarry and landowners in the 
area. They were the successors of the Evans and Griffith 
families who had chosen this beautiful spot to make their 
home, and who built up a large estate in the area in the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.  The house boasts 
carefully tended gardens and the well-engineered steps 
and paths, along which you will find rare trees and shrubs 
dotting the 100-acre estate.  A new oriental themed area 
has also been developed in the gardens.  The tearooms and 
gardens are located in the terrace conservatory with  
stunning views over the Vale of Ffestiniog, and the theatre 
and meeting rooms are ideal for conferences and events.  

For those who enjoy the great outdoors and fancy  
walking through some of the most scenic parts of Wales, 
local guided walks run from the centre, taking in the path 
of the Ffestiniog Railway, from Tan y Bwlch station to Plas 
Tan y Bwlch station.  The walk, which takes about two 
hours, is suitable for all the family.  It starts with the  
history of the fascinating estate and parkland, and finishes 
up at the Dwyryd Tea Room where you can conquer your 
thirst and hunger. 

Contact:
For more information about the Snowdonia National 

Park Centre visit: www.plastanybwlch.com.  
Telephone: 01766 772 660 

Email: plas@snowdonia.gov.wales 
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A 
spectacular RHS Partner Garden, Picton 
Castle & Gardens sits within the 
Pembrokeshire Coast National Park - 

Britain's only coastal National Park. 
Exotic species co-exist with native flora in 

forty acres of gardens, home to the largest  
collection of cultivated plants in West Wales and 
including two Giant Redwoods, two massive 300 
year old oaks and the world's largest 
Rhododendron, 'Old Port'.

Full of year round diversity and colour; the 
gardens are also home to The Secret Owl Garden 
where you can learn more about the owls and  
experience the thrill of watching the birds flying 
high above the treetops and the heart-stopping 
magic of having them return to your glove or feed 
from your hand if you book one of their private 
'experiences'.

Nestling within the Gardens is Picton Castle 
which originated in the 13th century. A treasured 
family home for over 700 years, the elegant 
rooms feature opulent furnishings and fine works 
of art.  An impressive calendar of events  
complements this magnificent Castle and 
Gardens and includes their annual Spring and 
Country Fairs and their Victorian Christmas 
Markets.

Picton 
Castle & 
Gardens
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Experience rail travel as it used to be
Take a step back in time to the days of 
steam trains at one of North Wales’ 
most popular tourist attractions

L
langollen Railway is the only standard gauge heritage  

railway in North Wales. We are located beside the historic 

Dee Bridge (built in 1345) in the centre of Llangollen town. 

The journey is a relaxing 10 miles travelling through the stun-

ning Dee Valley to the lovely town of Corwen the  

crossroads of North Wales.

Our small section of line, which in its day went from Ruabon to 

Barmouth taking people to the seaside on holiday and transporting 

various goods including slate and chemicals, offers a sample of the 

sights and sounds of yesteryear. The line follows the picturesque 

River Dee, classed as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), for its 

entire length, passing through some of the finest natural beauty 

North Wales has to offer.

The railway is located within an Area of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty (AONB) and this is evident as the train gently meanders 

through the Dee Valley. The views from our carriages are  

breathtaking and constantly changing from season to season, you 

will see the first spring lambs and the ever changing colours of the 

beautiful vista
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P
las Brondanw was given to Sir Clough Williams-Ellis in 1908 

when he was 25 years old by his father. He set about creat-

ing the magnificent gardens that we have today. The gar-

dens are situated in the heart of the Snowdonia National 

Park, flanked by beautiful mountainous scenery. Whilst not 

has famous as his nearby Italianate Village of Portmeirion, Plas 

Brondanw Gardens, are regarded by some as his finest creation.

Indeed in 1971 he said “It is warming indeed to see the avenues 

that I then planted growing so flourishingly and the whole place 

maturing in ever increasing beauty”. The garden is constructed on an 

axis in line with the mountain known as Cnicht (locally referred to as 

the Welsh Matterhorn), with a Holm Oak tree many centuries old 

taking centre stage. The garden is constructed as a series of ‘rooms’ 

with a mixture of yew and box privet forming the architecture of the 

garden.

Outside the formal garden is a woodland garden leading up to 

Pentwr, a purpose built ruin on the hillside above Plas Brondanw 

looking toward the sea, a wedding present to Sir Clough from his 

fellow officers in the Welsh Guards.

Plas Brondanw Gardens



Are you looking
for new speakers

to come and talk to your club?

If so, then this may be of interest to you

Each year BBC garden writer and broadcaster, for-
mer Head Forester of Westonbirt Arboretum and 
editor of the annual publication ‘Gardens to Visit’, 
Tony Russell, undertakes a series of enteraining talks 
and lectures to garden clubs, horticultural societies 
and other groups around the country.

All lecture topics are illustrated presentations and 
last for a minimum of one hour plus questions.

For further details on all of these talks please visit 

website   www.gardenstovisit.net 

The cost for a Tony Russell lecture starts from 

£150.00 plus travelling costs @ 40p per mile. If the 

venue is more than 100 miles round trip from 

home base (post code LL48 6ST) then local over-

night accommodation may be required.

All talks are digital and Tony provides all his own 

equipment - although a white

screen at the venue is helpful.

To book a Tony Russell lecture please

email mail@gardenstovisit.net or

telephone 01766 771164.

1. Ornamental Trees for the Garden

2. Ornamental Shrubs for the Garden

3. 2,000 years of British Garden History -  

From the Romans to the Present Day

4. The Finest Gardens in the Cotswolds (Based on  

Tony's book of the same name)

5. The Finest Gardens in Wales (Based on Tony's  

book of the same name)

6. The Finest Gardens in the South-West (Based  

on Tony's book of the same name)

7. The Finest Gardens in the South-East (Based  

on Tony's book of the same name)

8. The Gardens of Cornwall

9. Westonbirt the National Arboretum

10. Overseas Garden Tours and Garden Themed 

Holidays

11. Gardening with Trees in the 21st Century

12. The Lost Sub-Tropical Gardens of La Chaire in 

Jersey

13. Creating The World  

Garden at Lullingstone Castle in Kent

14. Japanese Gardens

15. The Gardens of Spetchley Park, Worcestershire

16. The Amazon Rainforest

17. 'Tall Stories' - The Amazing World of Trees

18. The Gardens of Plas Tan y Bwlch in Snowdonia

19. The gardens of Sir Clough Williams-Ellis 

(Portmeirion and Plas Brondanw)

Tony's Top 50 Gardens in the World
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Discover the Yorkshire Dales

E
ach of the Yorkshire Dales has a different character. The 

Southern Dales are less remote, yet still wildly beautiful. 

The Northern Dales provide wild heather moorland and 

valleys full of hay meadows, dry stone walls and barns. And 

in the West, the pretty villages and small towns each have 

their own charm. The Dales are worth a visit at any time of year - 

whether it's to visit a snug country pub with an open fire in the  

winter months, or stay in a rambling riverside cottage for a summer 

break. The possibilities are endless!

The Yorkshire Dales are home to outstanding scenery, great  

castles, abbeys and a breathtakingly peaceful atmosphere. At its 

heart are two very special protected areas, The Yorkshire Dales 

National Park and Nidderdale, Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

both protected areas truly not to be missed.

Why not take your groups on Journey they won't forget on the 

Settle to Carlisle railway which cuts through the National Park using 

tunnels and viaducts, including the iconic Ribblehead. 

After working up an appetite, why not try some famous 

Wensleydale Cheese the Wensleydale Creamery, based at Hawes in 

Wensleydale in the heart of the Yorkshire Dales National Park, and is 

the home of the famous Yorkshire Wensleydale cheese and a  

popular Visitor Centre.

No trip is complete without taking time to enjoy the delights of 

Skipton. Known as the gateway to the magnificent Yorkshire Dales, 

people travel the length and breadth of the country to visit this 

charming market town. With its famous 900 year old castle,  

romantic ruined priory and historic cobbled High Street, Skipton is 

endlessly rich both in history and outstanding natural beauty.

A cobbled street in the Yorkshire 

Dales village of Dent.

Credit©VisitBritain  

The rolling hills of Nidderdale, 

seen through a rear-view

mirror. Credit©VisitBritain
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W
ith its exquisite architecture, stunning Gothic 

cathedral and network of quaint cobbled streets, 

York is one of the most beautiful cities in the UK 

if not Europe. It is a city where old meets new in 

equally delightful measure and one which is 

home to a mix of world class attractions, vibrant cafés, magnificent 

stately homes and elegant gardens, boutique shopping and inspiring 

culture. 

As far as visitor attractions go, groups are spoilt for choice with so 

much to visit, see, do and experience. 

Undoubtedly one of York's key draws is the 13th century gothic 

cathedral of York Minster. A truly magnificent and imposing sight, it 

is rightly famed as being one of the world's most magnificent cathe-

drals and one which has its foundations rooted in the nation's earli-

est history. 

Equally as historic is the Monk Bar, one of four major fortified 

gateways on York's city walls. It was built in several stages, beginning 

in the early 14th century, and today houses an exhibition tracing the 

life of 15th-century Plantagenet King Richard III. 

A popular attraction which goes back even further in time is 

Jorvik, which with its updated historical interpretation showcases 

the cultural 'melting pot' of 10th-century York. A visit here is a fasci-

nating journey of discovery as the latest cutting edge technology 

brings the Viking period to life as you discover the sights, sounds and 

smells of an authentically recreated Viking city as it stood over 1,000 

years ago. 

On top of these great visitor draws, there is the award winning 

National Railway Museum and opportunity to discover over 300 

years of rail history. For the sweet toothed, York's Chocolate Story, 

located in the heart of York, is an entertaining and informative guid-

ed tour through the history of York's most famous chocolate-making 

families and their finest creations.

The likes of Clifford's Tower, Castle Museum and York Dungeon 

are also wonderful places to explore, whilst York Boat and York 

Sightseeing Bus both provide a great way to see the historic city from 

a different viewpoint, as does a walk around York's City Walls.  At just 

over three kilometres long, the beautifully preserved walls are the 

longest medieval town walls in England and form a walkway on both 

sides of the River Ouse. 

Part of York's great offering is its rich cultural and entertainment 

offering, and no place reflects that more than the city's Grand Opera 

House.

A traditional Edwardian theatre with an ornate interior, this cen-

tral York theatre provides entertainment to suit everyone and has 

been well preserved to retain much of its original décor. Here you 

will see a variety of productions including West End musicals, opera, 

comedy, drama, ballet, music, children's shows, together with the 

ever-popular annual pantomime. Where groups are concerned, 

there are savings for parties of 10 or more with several additional 

benefits. 

Such is the array of great attractions and potential places to visit, 

a series of group friendly itineraries from must see attractions to 

shopping in York have been created to assist group organisers with 

their planning and inspiration. 

With so much to see and do, a day is never enough and York has 

a great range of group friendly accommodation for an overnight trip, 

short break or longer stay.

And with getting to York easy and convenient from all parts of the 

UK whether you are travelling by road or perhaps rail, there is every 

reason to visit and experience this wonderful city.

The historic and modern make 

York the perfect group getaway

Ice ream van parked outside York City Art Gallery 

in Exhibition Square, York.

Credit©VisitBritain
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Bury's multi award winning market is located at the heart of Bury 

Town Centre and is one of the most popular shopping destinations 

in the North West, attracting 1500 coaches each year.

The markets 370 stalls are mainly undercover and sell everything 

from exotic indulgences and special treats to day-to-day necessities. 

The Market is all on one level and accessible to all with disabled 

facilities centrally located in the modern Market Hall. It offers 19 free 

coach parking spots, and excellent facilities for group comforts; a 

free £5 coach drivers' lunch voucher which can be used at eight cafes 

on the market, and tourist and pedestrian signage to coach parking 

areas.

In addition a new drop-off/pick-up point for coach passengers has 

been opened on the edge of the Market meaning shoppers will no 

longer need to cross the road from the Market Street coach parking 

area. The facility, located opposite the Markets Management Office, 

is free to use and open to all coach companies bring visitors to the 

market.

Situated off Junction 2 of the M66 on the borders of Lancashire 

and Greater Manchester, Bury's Award Winning Market is situated at 

the heart of the town centre; just follow the brown tourist signs for 

Bury's Famous Market.

The best days to organise trips are Wednesdays, Fridays and 

Saturdays, when over 500 retailers are open in Bury. Visitors wishing 

to come to Bury for a day out should also leave time to visit some of 

the Town's other attractions including; The East Lancs Railway, 

Fusilier Museum, MET Theatre or Bury's Art Gallery.

For further information and to receive free leaflets and a DVD of 

the Market contact Bury Markets Management.

Tel: 0161 253 6520

Postcode: BL9 0BJ

Email: burymarkets@bury.gov.uk

Web: www.burymarket.com

twitter@BuryMarket

facebook.com/burymarket

Bury's Award Winning Market

F
leetwood is a beautiful, Victorian seaside resort boasting a 

stunning promenade, Art Deco Theatre, a beautiful harbour 

yacht marina, traditional shops and the Famous Fleetwood 

Market.  Although market rights were granted to Fleetwood 

Market in 1725, it wasn't until 1840 when Sir Peter Hesketh-

Fleetwood started using those rights that the Victorian Market was 

built. The building has stayed true to its Victorian heritage and has 

changed very little. However, in 1990 the market was extended, and 

as a result is one of the largest markets in North West of England.

 Free coach parking is available at the market for group visits as 

well as plenty of on road parking for cars.

 Fleetwood is now at the forefront of being the perfect holiday 

destination and where you can take a leisurely walk along the prom-

enade and witness some of the most magnificent views in Lancashire

 If you looking for award winning attractions, stunning open spac-

es then look no further than Bury which is home to the East 

Lancashire Railway and Bury's world famous market.

 Take the time to relax and unwind within miles of stunning open 

countryside with breath-taking views, rolling hills and vast moor-

lands. 

Visitors cannot help but be inspired by Bury's beautiful country-

side and no visit to Bury is complete without sampling the very 

famous Bury Black Puddings, one of the country's finest delicacies 

found on the multi award winning Bury Market. 

Visit the North West 

of England

any time of year 

and you won’t

be disappointed





Page 52             Discover Britain                                                         Spring-Summer 2018

G
roup travel organisers are always looking for new, fresh ideas 

to inspire their next day out, and the theme of arts and crafts 

is one which can offer so many opportunities for a really 

memorable group visit. Glass making has a strong tradition and her-

itage and Bristol Blue Glass Limited was started back in 1988 by 

James Adlington, with the help of glass maker Peter St Clair. The aim 

was to re-establish a tradition back into Bristol that had been lost for 

over 60 years.

At this time a lot of the traditional English glass-making tech-

niques were in severe danger of being lost forever. Through many a 

struggle, James managed to learn and pass on many of the old skills 

required to blow glass by hand, in the time-honoured fashion. Over 

the years, they have produced some of the finest tableware free 

blown in England for many years.

Group have opportunity to see matters for themselves with visits 

available on Wednesdays and Thursdays, with small groups (10 and 

under) also welcome to arrive without prior arrangement. The glass 

making is free to watch though there is no guided demonstration as 

this is reserved for paying groups of over 10 people.

Haworth Art Gallery is home to Europe's largest public collection 

of Tiffany glass. The gallery was originally a family house known as 

'Hollins Hill' and was designed and is an Arts and Crafts house built 

by Walter Brierley for brother and sister, William and Anne Haworth 

in 1909.

The first floor of Haworth Art Gallery houses Accrington's world-

famous collection of Tiffany Glass which is displayed on the first floor 

of the gallery. Many pieces feature the art of Millefiori, which is the 

technique of decorating a piece of glass with slithers of patterned 

glass rod applied to a hot vase or tile creating a pattern of scattered 

flowers. Group visits and tours can be arranged.

Langham Glass in North Norfolk is where you can their team of 

glassmakers using age old techniques to create their well-known and 

collectable finest handmade crystal.

Our visitor centre is open all year round, and in our glasshouse 

you can see glassmaking demonstrations with live commentary. 

They also offer glassmaking experiences which require an admission 

ticket to the glassmaking demonstration.

Groups of 10 or more persons are well catered for with coach 

parking on site, catering facilities, educational packs, full disabled 

facilities, and a shop. Pre-booking of 4-6 weeks is advisable, plus 

there is no entry charge if your group party only wishes to visit the 

factory shop and Coffee Shop.

With an unrivalled heritage Stoke-on-Trent (affectionately known 

as The Potteries), is officially recognised as the World Capital of

Ceramics.

It is here groups can visit award-winning museums and visitor

centres, see world renowned collections, go on a factory tour and

meet the skilled workers or have a go yourself at creating your 

own masterpiece.

Wedgwood, Portmeirion, Aynsley, Emma Bridgewater, Burleigh 

and Moorcroft are just a few of the leading brands you will find here, 

with chance to search for a bargain in over 20 pottery factory shops 

in and around Stoke-on-Trent.

Spode Works Visitor Centre is a fascinating exhibition at Josiah 

Spode's former pottery, the birthplace of bone china, in the setting 

of a historic building. The Potteries Museum and Art Gallery offers 

chance to discover the world famous Staffordshire Hoard along with 

the history of the Potteries, including the world's greatest collection 

of Staffordshire Ceramics.

Middleport Pottery, the home of Burleigh, is another exciting vis-

itor destination in the heart of Burslem, the proverbial Mother Town 

of the Potteries. World famous Burleigh pottery has been created 

here using traditional methods since 1889. The World of Wedgwood 

is perhaps one of the most famous names in the Potteries, with this 

unique visitor experience celebrating the very best of British indus-

trial and design heritage. Experience Wedgwood for the day through 

shopping, food and visitor tours.

At Emma Bridgewater Ltd, enjoy visiting their delightful Victorian 

working factory by taking a factory tour, decorating your own mas-

terpiece in the studio, and shopping for factory seconds and amazing 

gifts. Gladstone Pottery Museum is the only complete Victorian 

pottery factory with original workshops, bottle ovens, tile gallery, 

Doctor's House and Flushed with Pride - the story of the toilet and a 

gift shop.

The Royal Crown Derby Visitor Centre is where visitors can get an 

insight into the history and the skills that go into making the interna-

tionally collected and renowned Royal Crown Derby china. Tours of 

the factory the museum are both available.

Worcester is synonymous with the manufacture of porcelain and 

The Museum of Royal Worcester's collections date back to 1751 

when Dr. John Wall an eminent local surgeon and William Davis the 

elder, an apothecary, perfected the secret recipe for manufacture of 

soft paste porcelain in the city.

The Museum nestles amidst the old Victorian buildings that used 

to be home to the Royal Worcester factory, is just two minutes' walk 

from Worcester Cathedral and the city centre and holds the largest 

collection of Worcester porcelain in the world. The Georgian, 

Victorian and 20th century galleries will take you on a journey 

through time and our informative audio tour features the factory's 

history and its remarkable workforce.

Arts and Crafts

Haworth Sulphur Crested 

Cockatoos Mosaic
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V
isit The World of Glass and you're sure to be impressed by 
the cone shaped structure at its entrance, a recreation of 
a 16th century Glass making cone with great acoustics.   
Once inside you will see this small museum has lots to 
offer for groups. 

St. Helens is synonymous with Pilkington and window glass, but 
the glass on display in the 'Glass Roots Gallery' is decorative, bright 
and shining and some of it very modern, a real treasure trove.  Its 
latest contemporary piece is by the world's foremost glass maker 
Dale Chihuly with exhibits from Europe, Venetian, Chinese, Islamic, 
Medieval, Roman and Ancient Egypt dating back to 3050BC.  This 
gallery is kept quite dark to protect the most delicate pieces but this 
only enhances the glass on display.  

St. Helens played an important part in the industrial revolution. 
Its townsfolk came from Ireland, Scotland and Wales and specialist 
glassmakers came from St. Gobain in France in the 1740's.  St Helens 
became a 'super town' in the Victorian era with its industrial com-
merce and inventions, and in the galleries you'll also find some  hid-
den gems like the glass "Blackpool Tower", and Beechams powders 
originated in the town.  There was once a Royal Doulton factory and 
the man who invented talking movies came from St Helens.  The 
"overhead voices" in the museum recreate the "people" who lived 
and worked in the town, and tells the story of the men and the 

The World of Glass 

- Glass Museum & 

Arts Centre

women who kept St. Helens going through both world wars.    On 
permanent display is one of the original Manchester Airport 
Chandeliers commissioned in the 1960's and has all 12 feet of it 
hanging in the foyer its 1200 droplets sparkling belying its 2 tonne in 
weight.

The Jubilee Cone building is home to the world's first continuous 
'regenerative' glass making furnace built in 1887.  Large and indus-
trial with its underground tunnels, surprisingly this is in the modern 
centre of St. Helens.

You can see live glassblowing demonstrations with full narration 
bringing this ancient craft to life by the talented glass artist.  Hot 
molten glass transformed into beautiful unique pieces. The demon-
stration is followed by a three screen film show detailing the story of 
glass over thousands of years - we really can't live without glass.

Two exhibition spaces showcase both heritage and contemporary 
art and its canal side garden café offers everything from breakfasts, 
snacks , lunches, cake and a coffee and is fully licensed.   

This Museum shop has great gift ideas as well as beautiful hand 
blown glass, made by their very own glassblowers and all keenly 
priced.  If you haven't visited before maybe this summer would be a 
good time to see why visitors across the UK think this is a great place 
to visit. 

Call 01744 22766 for more information.
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Head North East with your Group

Y
ou will never be short of stunning sights and unforgettable 

day's outs when you visit The North -East which is home to 

the world famous Hadrian's Wall Roman Britain's biggest 

building project that still dominates the county's landscape 

almost 2,000 years after it was constructed. 

Durham is the ideal destination for all your group travel needs

From city, countryside to coast, you can step back in time and 

discover Durham's fascinating heritage at award-winning attractions, 

or enjoy stunning scenery dotted with natural wonders and cultural 

gems - memories are waiting to be made or why not 

 Take time to explore the delights of Newcastle Gateshead and 

beyond

 From its vibrant city centre to the stunning coastline which 

stretches for miles into Northumberland into the North, and down 

towards the famous River Tyne. 

If you are a lover of gardens and grand stately homes, then 

Northumberland has plenty to offer. Of course you will have heard of 

The Alnwick Garden, the finest contemporary garden in the UK, but 

other equally delightful gardens can be found at Howick Gardens & 

arboretum and Cragside Estate to name but a few.

Once a forgotten, derelict plot, The Alnwick Garden is now one of 

the world's most ambitious contemporary gardens.  It has a  

wonderful combination of themed garden spaces, quirky features 

and play areas.  One such area is The Poison Garden, where special-

ist guides take visitors on a journey of discovery, elaborating on the 

dangerous and sinister side of plants.  Feast your eyes on Europe's 

largest wooden Treehouse, comprising of a first-class restaurant, 

café and wobbly bridges to boot.  Stare in wonder at one of the larg-

est water features of its kind - The Grand Cascade - with  

captivating half hourly water displays.

Themed gardens such as The Rose Garden, with over 300 David 

Austin rose bushes resulting in thousands of blooms and pergolas 

that are adorned with honeysuckle and clematis, and The Ornamental 

Garden, with one of the larges collections of European plants in the 

UK, designed as a series of small 'rooms', beautifully framed by 

hedges, trees and shrubs.

As you would expect, The Garden evolves through the seasons. 

Spring, sees The Garden come to life, and no more so than The 

Cherry Orchard, with the largest collection of Tai haku cherry  

blossom trees outside of Japan; summer provides an aesthetic maj-

esty of colour and fragrance, throughout the site; autumn introduces 

a transition from warm to cold weather with gold and rust coloured 

leaves; and winter is accompanied by our Christmas Market, a 

Skating Rink, Festive Lunches, Afternoon Teas, and the 'real' Father 

Christmas!

A garden with a conscience, The Alnwick Garden is not simply a 

visitor attraction, it is a community focused charity with a vision to 

offer inspiration and enrichment to people in all stages of their lives.

The Alnwick Garden

Beamish
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I
f you're planning a visit to North East England, then Beamish is a 
must. This award-winning open air museum, set in 350 acres of 
beautiful countryside, is one of the region's most popular attrac-
tions, there's something to captivate visitors of all ages and inter-
ests here.
You'll experience the sights, sounds, smells and delicious tastes of 

the past. Take a tram ride back in time, pop into the shops and hous-
es, catch a lesson in the village school or go underground at the drift 
mine.  What makes Beamish extra special are the friendly costumed 
folk you meet, who really bring the past to life.

An amazing £18million project, Remaking Beamish, is underway 
and the next four years will see the completion of a 1950s Town and 
upland farm and additions to the Georgian landscape, including a 

coaching inn where visitors can stay overnight. 
Joe the Quilter's Cottage, the first of the new exhibits, is due to 

open in summer this year.  Joe was a renowned Northumberland 
quilter whose murder in 1826 remains unsolved.  The museum has 
excavated the site of his original dwelling and, using some of the 
original stone, we are recreating his heather-thatched cottage in our 
1820s Landscape.

Beamish offers discounted day rates for parties of 15 or more, 
free admission for coach drivers and group visit organisers and 
ample free coach parking.

For more information, visit http://www.beamish.org.uk/plan-
your-visit/group-visits or contact the Group Bookings Officer, email 
bookings@beamish.org.uk, tel. 0191 370 4026.

The past comes to life at Beamish 
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C
overing about eighteen hundred 

square miles, the Scottish 

Borders is steeped in history and 

rightly proud to maintain its her-

itage. The region is essentially 

the  

main gateway to Scotland from the south, 

and a land of peace and tranquillity  

stretching from the rolling hills and  

moorland in the west, through gentler  

valleys to the rich agricultural plains of the 

east, and the rocky Berwickshire coastline 

with its secluded coves and picturesque 

fishing villages.

It does however disguise a once far-more 

turbulent past. The Scottish Borders has 

much to offer those who enjoy exploring 

visiting stately homes and castles. Amongst 

the friendly towns and picturesque villages, 

visitors will discover castles, abbeys, stately 

homes and museums that illustrate and 

reflect the exciting and often bloody history 

of the area. 

Situated in the heart of the Scottish 

Borders overlooking the River Tweed and 

Cheviot Hills, Floors Castle is the largest 

inhabited castle in Scotland and home to 

the Duke and Duchess of Roxburghe and 

their family. Designed by William Adam, 

who was both master-builder and architect 

for the first Duke of Roxburghe, there are 

Chinese and European porcelain and many 

other fine works of art. The extensive  

parkland and gardens overlooking the 

Tweed provide a variety of wooded walks, 

whilst the walled garden contains splendid 

herbaceous borders. 

The award-winning Paxton House, 

Gallery and Country Park is one of the finest 

Palladian Houses in Britain. Built in 1758 to 

the design of John and James Adam, it is 

one of the most romantic of Scottish 

Country Houses, occupying a delightful set-

ting overlooking the beautiful River Tweed 

and lying at the heart of 80 acres of river-

side, woodland, parkland and gardens. 

Wildlife is in abundance here, plus 

Paxton House licence net salmon fishermen 

to cast their nets on their patch of the 

Tweed, which is available to buy from  

the visitor shop. The house boasts the  

pre-eminent collection of Chippendale  

furniture in Scotland and a fine collection of 

Regency furniture by William Trotter of 

Edinburgh. 

Paxton House is also a partner gallery of 

the National Galleries of Scotland with the 

largest picture gallery in a Scottish country 

house (built by Robert Reid in 1814)  

housing over 70 paintings. 

Thirlestane Castle (Pictured Above) is 

one of the seven "Great Houses of 

Scotland" and the ancient seat of the Earls 

and Duke of Lauderdale. Famed for its  

unrivalled 17th century plasterwork  

ceilings, it is still the Maitland family home 

and contains fine furnishings, pictures, 

Maitland family treasures, historic toys and 

a country life exhibition. 

In the depths of the Scottish Borders 

countryside, Dawyck Botanic Garden has a 

stunning collection of trees and shrubs. 

With over 300 years of tree planting, 

Dawyck boasts a world famous arboreta 

with mature specimens of Brewer's Spruce, 

the unique Dawyck Beech and some giant 

trees from North America.

Abbotsford was once the home of Sir 

Walter Scott, the 19th century novelist and 

poet author of Waverley, Ivanhoe, and Lady 

of the Lake. Scott purchased Cartleyhole 

Farmhouse and Steading on the banks of 

the River Tweed near Melrose. With his 

family and servants, he moved into the 

farmhouse in 1812 and renamed it 

Abbotsford. Abbotsford is full of  

memorabilia and treasures connected  

with the history of Scotland including 

Montrose's Sword, Rob Roy's gun and  

a lock of Bonnie Prince Charlie's hair.

These are just a snapshot selection of 

the many beautiful parks, gardens and  

magnificent stately homes located within 

the Scottish Borders region.

Others include: 

 Manderston, the Edwardian  

extravanganza with its unique silver  

staircase. 

 Robert Adam's masterpiece, Mellerstain, 

with its magnificent library ceiling, 

 Traquair, with its Stuart connections, one 

of the oldest inhabited houses in Scotland

 Bowhill, with its renowned art collection 

and miniature theatre, 

 Monteviot House with its superb gardens

 Hermitage Castle, a vast and eerie ruin of 

the 14th and 15th centuries

 The border fortress of Ferniehirst Castle

Days out in Scotland
Karl Quinney takes us

north to see what

Scotland has to offer

Scottish Borders
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L
ess than 30 minutes' drive from 

Aberdeen's modern big-city atmosphere, 

visitors can step back in time to  

experience Scotland's exciting history at first 

hand. Scotland's only dedicated Castle Trail 

lets you discover the dramatic stories of 16 of 

Aberdeenshire's most famous castles. Each 

has its own unique story and history, and 

makes for an ideal and fascinating day out. 

Alternatively why not plan to navigate a trail 

along the complete Trail. 

Highlights include:-

Castle Fraser, Garden & Estate, Inverurie

One of the grandest castles of Mar, this mag-

nificent building contains an evocative Great 

Hall, fine furniture and paintings. Enjoy the 

beautiful secluded walled garden, extensive 

woodland walks with fine views of the castle.

Braemar Castle, Braemar

A fairytale castle and Scotland's only  

community run castle. Built by the Earl of 

Mar in 1628, and garrison for Hanoverian 

troops after Culloden, home to the Chiefs of 

Clan Farquharson. 12 furnished rooms and 

guided tours with tales of Jacobites, and 

Farquharsons available 

Crathes Castle, Garden & Estate, Banchory

This 16th-century castle offers a memorable 

experience with its intriguing round towers 

and overhanging turrets. The gardens feature 

great yew hedges and a colourful double her-

baceous border

Duff House, Banff

Renowned as one of Scotland's finest  

architectural masterpieces. Designed by 

William Adam and built in the 18th century 

as a seat for the Earls Fife, the house now 

contains works on loan from The National 

Galleries of Scotland.

Great Castles of Scotland

Scotland's turbulent history has left an  

enduring mark on the landscape in shape of 

the many castles, fortresses and tower  

houses that now pepper the countryside. 

Some such as Edinburgh or Stirling rank 

amongst Europe's most impressive  

structures, while others equally provide a 

stark insight into far darker times. 

One thing is constant however - all 

Scottish castles have an awe-inspiring  

capacity about them that captures the  

imagination of visitors from far and wide, 

which goes some way to explain why they 

continue to top the list of 'must-see'  

attractions for visitors exploring Scotland. 

Edinburgh Castle, Edinburgh

Perched high above the capital, Edinburgh 

Castle is unquestionably Scotland's most 

important and famous castle. There has been 

a castle here since the 11th century and each 

century has seen changes and additions 

resulting in today's mix of military barracks, 

palace, fortress and war memorial. The castle 

is also home to the Scottish Crown Jewels - 

'The Honours of Scotland', and the famous 

Stone of Destiny, plus the mighty 'Mons 

Meg', a huge 15th-century siege cannon. 

Stirling Castle, Stirling

Perched high on volcanic rock, Stirling pro-

vides spectacular views over two of 

Scotland's most historic battlefields - Stirling 

Bridge and Bannockburn. 

Much of today's castle dates from the 

15th to18th centuries. The Great Hall has 

been recently restored to how it would have 

looked around 1500, plus there are excellent 

interactive displays providing a great insight 

into the castle's vast history.

Glamis Castle, Angus

As visitors approach Glamis the sheer  

magnificence of the building is simply  

breathtaking. And with good reason. 

With the Cairngorm Mountains providing 

a spectacular backdrop and beautiful  

landscaped grounds, visitors can see that this 

Castle truly is inspiring. 

Like most castles, the story of Glamis has 

been one of additions, alterations and  

reconstructions to satisfy the needs and  

aspirations of its owners and the architectural 

fashions of the day. Glamis Castle is also the 

ancient seat of the Earls of Strathmore, the 

childhood home of HM Queen Elizabeth The 

Queen Mother, the birthplace of HRH The 

Princess Margaret and the legendary setting 

for Shakespeare's 'Macbeth'.

Inveraray Castle, Inveraray, Argyll

Inveraray Castle dates from the 18th century 

and is home to the Duke of Argyll, Chief of 

the Clan Campbell, whose family have lived in 

Inveraray for over five centuries. With its 

large turreted corner towers, the castle looks 

every bit your quintessential fairytale castle, 

which somewhat disguises the magnificent 

grandeur of the properties interior.

Blair Castle, Blair Atholl, Perthshire

Blair Castle is the ancient seat of the Dukes 

and Earls of Atholl and home to the Atholl 

Highlanders, the last remaining private army 

in Europe. 

It has a long and illustrious history and the 

present majestic structure is largely a product 

of Georgian and Victorian development of its 

original medieval tower. 

Over seven centuries, Blair Castle has 

accumulated many fascinating historical  

artefacts including antique furniture, art, 

period dress and arms and armour, many of 

which are on display to the public. 

Dunvegan Castle, Isle of Skye

Any visit to the Isle of Skye is incomplete 

without savouring the wealth of history and 

clan legend at Dunvegan Castle & Gardens. 

Built on a rocky outcrop, Dunvegan is the  

oldest continuously inhabited castle in 

Scotland and has been the ancestral home of 

the Chiefs of Clan MacLeod for 800 years. A 

definite must-see. 

Trailing the 
Castles of 
Aberdeenshire
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W 
ith its rocky and sandy 

coastline and lush green 

inland forests and hills, it 

is no surprise Dumfries 

and Galloway continues 

to inspire visitors to explore the delights of 

this beautiful corner of Scotland. 

This part of the lowlands of Scotland also 

boasts a wide variety of beautiful gardens, 

and heritage properties to visit and explore, 

and it is here that McMillan Hotels have 

three hotels in great locations making them 

the perfect choice for short breaks and stays.

O
n the Solway coast, the Cally Palace 

Hotel & Golf Course is an award-win-

ning four star hotel set in over 150 

acres of grounds.

Originally an 18th century country man-

sion, the 56 bedroom property combines 

grand period style interiors with all the mod-

ern comforts you would come to expect. 

With spacious accommodation and expan-

sive views of the estate grounds and the 

Dumfries and Galloway countryside, Cally 

Palace also has its own golf course and an 

indoor leisure complex with swimming pool.

And if you needed any further evidence to 

the quality of the hotel, Cally Palace has been 

awarded Hotel of the Year for the South West 

region for 2016 at The Scottish Hospitality 

Awards. 

M
cMillan Hotels also offers the North 

West Castle Hotel, a comfortable 

and conveniently-located three star 

hotel in Stranraer.  

The town centre hotel has been family 

owned and run for more than fifty years, and 

'The Castle' - as it is affectionately known, 

was formerly the home of Sir John Ross, the 

famous Arctic explorer who was instrumental 

in the discovery of the ice bound trading 

route known as the 'North West Passage'.

Today, North West Castle is an excellent 

base for exploring the beauty of the local 

area. It offers 72 en-suite bedrooms, 'The 

Regency' dining room, The 'Alpine' Restaurant 

and Grill, plus a range of leisure facilities 

which includes swimming pool, sauna, spa 

bath, a gym and even its very own indoor 

curling rink (open October – April).  

T
o complete the trio of hotels, the 

Fernhill Hotel is a three star property set 

in private gardens overlooking the vil-

lage of Portpatrick, its harbour and the Irish 

Sea. 

Once the main ferry port to Ireland, 

Portpatrick is the proverbial "Jewel in the 

Crown of Galloway" and today is a bustling 

yacht and fishing village with attractive craft 

shops and friendly harbour side pubs.

This stunning panorama is never far away 

as it greets you as you check in to the hotel 

and is a delightful scenic backdrop which you 

can enjoy while you dine or relax over a 

drink. 

Most of the hotel's accommodation also 

benefits from this unspoilt coastal scene and 

the rooms at Fernhill range from cosy classic 

rooms to Sea View rooms with their own 

balconies and elegant deluxe rooms.

If you are looking for a garden break in 

South West Scotland, McMillan Hotels are 

the people to talk to and be staying with. 

Their Garden Breaks include dinner, bed 

and breakfast at the Cally Palace Hotel & Golf 

Course, Fernhill Hotel and North West Castle 

Hotel.

But that’s not all, guests will enjoy 

entrance to one garden each day.  Gardens 

included are Ardwell Gardens, Castle Kennedy 

Gardens, Dunskey Gardens, Glenwhan 

Gardens, Logan House Gardens, Logan 

Explore the garden and heritage delights of south 

Cally Palace Hotel & Golf Course
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ts of south west Scotland with McMillan Hotels

Cally Palace Hotel & Golf Course

T:  01557 814 341

E:  info@callypalace.co.uk

W:  www.mcmillanhotels.co.uk

 Fernhill Hotel

T:  01776 810 220

E:  info@fernhillhotel.co.uk

W:  www.mcmillanhotels.co.uk

North West Castle Hotel

T:  01776 704 413

E:  hotel@northwestcastle.co.uk

W:  www.mcmillanhotels.co.uk

View from the Fernhill Hotel

North West Castle Hotel

Gardens and Threave Gardens.

If you are part of a larger gardening group 

and are thinking about touring the gardens 

in the area, other properties worth visiting 

include Caerlaverock Castle, Drumlanrig 

Castle plus Culzean Castle & Country Park 

and Dumfries House (both in Ayrshire) to 
name a few. There’s also the Isle of Whithorn, 

Cocoa Bean Chocolate Factory and Cream 

o’Galloway Ice Cream which are all located 

in Dumfries & Galloway. With that in mind, 

the team at McMillan Hotels will be delight-

ed to help plan your trip. 

Whether it is a stay at the Cally Palace, 

North West Castle or Fernhill Hotel, you can 

look forward to McMillan Hotels helping you 

enjoy a relaxing stay and explore the garden 

and heritage delights that Dumfries and 

Galloway and south-west Scotland has to 

offer.



B
lair Castle is nestled in the stunning Perthshire countryside, 
a 90 minute drive from Edinburgh and Glasgow and just off 
the A9 route north to Inverness and beyond. There is much 
to explore at Blair Castle and on March 30th the doors 
opened for the season and the launch of a very exciting 

new exhibition. 'Victoria at Blair Castle' will take you on a journey, 
through 5 rooms, to where Queen Victoria's love affair of Scotland 
started, her close relationship with the Duke of Atholl's wife and on 
display there will be a collection of incredible artefacts including a 
lock of Albert's hair!

The exhibition will also feature costumes from the ITV Drama 
series 'Victoria' and guide you through the episode that the Castle 
and estate featured in. The Exhibition runs for 10 weeks and will be 
included in your admission ticket to the Castle and Gardens. 

Along with this fantastic exhibition you will also see 30 rooms 

which showcase the finest furniture, art, porcelain and much more. 
There is also the RHS partner gardens to explore, our ruined kirk and 
our deer park to discover, to finish why not enjoy some time brows-
ing in our gift shop or having lunch or tea and cakes in our award 
winning Tullibardine Restaurant. 

The Castle is open from the 30th March - 30th October 2018, 
9.30am - 5pm (last admission 4.30pm.) Dogs welcome on the 
grounds but must be kept on the lead, however they are not allowed 
in the castle or restaurant. 

Enjoy Blair Castle
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Destination UK Ltd

Bramley Barn, 11 Claydon Hill Farm Barns

Steeple Claydon

Buckinghamshire MK18 2EN 

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 

becomes law in May 2018.

This is, among other things, to protect you  

from your contact details being shared with  

unwanted businesses and people.

Therefore, should you not wish to receive this 

magazine please return it to us and you will be 

taken off our mailing list.

Also, if you tick the boxes on this page asking 

for more information from some or all of the 

advertisers in this magazine you are giving us 

permission to pass on your contact details to 

the advertisers in question.

We do not pass your contact details on to  

anybody else other than the advertisers in this 

magazine

If you do not want your details passed on to 

the advertisers in this magazine please do not 

tick the boxes

Are you going to Win?

ALL      

Great Group Days Out   

Warner Leisure Hotels   

Accommodation for Groups  

West Country    

Gloucestershire     

Kent, Surrey & Sussex   

Southampton    

Cathedrals     

UNESCO     

London     

Essex      

Amber Valley    

Wales      

Yorkshire/York    

Glass Attractions    

Markets     

North East     

Scotland     

Airedale Holidays    

WIN WIN WIN
Win FREE tickets to

Any Attraction in this issue

Don't forget, to be entered into FREE draw for 

tickets to some of the attractions  

featured just select from any of the features 

below and return this page to the FREEPOST 

address at the bottom of this page and you will 

be  automatically entered into the draw.

Closing date for entries is 11th May 2018. 

1.
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3.
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