
Waterperry Gardens Upcoming Events 
 

Snowdrop Season 

February 2020 

With more than 80 different snowdrop varieties carpeting the ornamental gardens over the season starting 
from the end of January and the main show throughout February, enjoy a walk around the gardens to see 
these little heralds of spring in a magical setting – normal garden entrance fee applies. 

Saturday 22nd & Sunday 23rd February 2020 – Free guided tours at 11am, 12.30pm and 2.30pm (Garden 
Entrance Fee: Adults £8.50, children aged 16 and under FREE). 

Alphabet ‘I Spy’ in the Gardens 

15th to 23rd February 2020 

Family fun over half term week. Spy the whole alphabet and win a prize! 
£2.50 per child - children must be accompanied by an adult for whom the garden entrance fee applies. 

NGS Day 

National Garden Scheme Open Gardens on Sunday 15th March. £8.50 per adult, children under 16 free. 

Big Easter Bunny Hunt 

28th March to 21st April 2020 

Join the Big Easter Bunny Hunt around the ornamental gardens. Find them all and claim a special Easter 
prize. £2.50 per child - children must be accompanied by an adult for whom the garden entrance fee 
applies. (£8.50 per adult) 

Fritillary Season - April 

See the county flower of Oxfordshire in all its native splendour as it flowers in our wildflower meadow and 
riverside walk (weather permitting). Normal garden entrance fee applies, £8.50 per adult, children free 
unless taking part in the Big Easter Bunny Hunt trail which is £2.50 per child. 

Waterperry Gardens - Cancer Research Walk 

Sunday 17 May 2020, 10am - 3pm 

Make the most of a spring day out and raise money for Cancer Research UK at the same time with this 
sponsored walk. Take as long – or as short a time as you want covering the route around the Waterperry 
estate and gardens. 10am-3pm. For more information or a sponsorship form email or call Jenny 
Braithwaite. 01844 208073 / jenbraithwaite@talktalk.net 

Gnometastic 
23 - 31 May 2020, 10am till 5.30pm 

Half term fun at Waterperry Gardens. Help the gnomes in the gardens who have forgotten their names. 
Find all eight gnomes (and their names) to claim your prize. £2.50 per child. Children must be accompanied 
by an adult for whom the garden entrance fee applies. 

 

 



Midsummer Picnic and Music Festival 

Sat, 6th June @ 6:30 pm - 10:30 pm 

Come and enjoy a ‘mini music festival’ held in the beautiful Amphitheatre at Waterperry Gardens – with all 
proceeds to be donated to Helen & Douglas House. 

For tickets please visit https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/waterperry-midsummer-picnic-and-music-festival-
tickets-87061690861?aff=waterperrywebsite 

Moonrakers at Waterperry Gardens 

Saturday 13 June 2020, 5pm 

An afternoon of music in the beautiful amphitheatre in the gardens of Waterperry. Bring your picnic! Drinks 
available. 

Waterperry Gardens, OX33 1LA 

Tickets £15 available at Waterperry Gardens on the door, or in advance from Ticket Office: 01865 305305    
Website: www.ticketsoxford.com 

After a successful concert in 2019 we're delighted to welcome back Moonrakers, an Oxford-based group of 
four musicians who pride themselves in having brought traditional and contemporary folk music to new 
audiences in village halls, churches, arts centres and festivals across the south of England. Featuring Celtic 
harp, cello, stringed instruments and male/female vocals, the show is informal and suitable for all ages. The 
fact that the band "just OOZES quality" (Living Tradition) is down to the careful arrangements and selection 
of tunes and songs, presenting “exquisite music” (BBC). Much of their material is from the UK and Irish folk 
traditions, reflecting a love of traditional tunes and songs. They also perform their own songs and tunes, still 
very much 'in the idiom'. To see and hear them go to www.moonrakers.net . Further information from 01865 
769206. In the event of inclement weather and to keep everyone warm and dry the Concert will go ahead 
as planned but will be moved from the amphitheatre to an indoor location at Waterperry Gardens! 

Rare Plant Fair 
Sunday 14 June 2020, 10am till 4pm 

The chance to browse stalls manned by experts specialising in both rare and traditional plants, all in the 
beautiful setting of Waterperry Gardens. Garden entrance fee applies. 

Admission: A special REDUCED price of £7.50 per adult includes the Gardens and Fair. 

The Comedy of Errors - The HandleBards 

21 June 2020, 5pm to 7pm 

The world’s first cycling theatre company, The HandleBards, pedal from venue to venue with all the set, props and 
costume necessary to perform environmentally sustainable Shakespeare across the globe. 
 
Join their all-female troupe at Waterperry Gardens for a bicycle-powered production of  ’The Comedy of Errors’. In 
usual HandleBards style, expect riotous amounts of energy, a fair old whack of chaos, and a great deal of laughter. 
 

Handmade Oxford – The International Contemporary Arts Festival 

25-28 June 2020 

Handmade in Britain is returning to Waterperry Gardens for the second year of Handmade Oxford, The 
International Contemporary Arts Festival, 25-28 June 2020. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/waterperry-midsummer-picnic-and-music-festival-tickets-87061690861?aff=waterperrywebsite
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/waterperry-midsummer-picnic-and-music-festival-tickets-87061690861?aff=waterperrywebsite


After a successful launch in 2019, Handmade Oxford will be once again held on Waterperry Lawns and will 
celebrate the best in high-end design and craftsmanship from over 250 highly-skilled, international and UK-
based designer-makers. 

Just a stone’s throw away from Oxford, Waterperry Gardens is home to eight acres of beautifully 
landscaped ornamental gardens and is very well known for having hosted Art in Action for 40 years. 
Building on the legacy of Art in Action, Handmade Oxford will be held in a series of purpose-built marquees 
situated in front of Waterperry House. The four-day festival will bring together some of the most exciting 
makers from all over the world, featuring contemporary craft and design, sculpture, interiors and lifestyle, 
print and photography, workshops and demonstrations, artisan food and more. 

For further information and to book tickets, please visit: www.handmadeinbritain.co.uk/oxford 

Summer Fun Trails 11 Jul-2 Sep 2020 

Orienteering family fun during the summer holidays from 11th July through to the 2nd September. Enjoy 
exploring the ornamental gardens, using directions and clues, to find the characters! 
 
Complete your adventure and collect your prize! £3.50 per child (compass supplied), tickets available from 
the Gift Barn and Garden Shop. Children must be accompanied by an adult for whom the standard garden 
entrance fee applies. 

Celebrating Ceramics 

17-19 July 2020 

Celebrating Ceramics is an artist led event held at Waterperry Gardens and organised by Craft In Focus, 
showcasing the very best in the world of contemporary ceramics. This fine selection of artistic talent is set 
against the backdrop of Waterperry House and Gardens. Understand the creative talent first-hand with a 
range of demonstrations and talks by leading ceramic artists. And there will be an amazing range of food, 
drink and music to complement your day. 

For further information please visit www.celebratingceramics.co.uk 

Alice’s Adventures In Wonderland: Chapterhouse Theatre Company 

Sunday, 2nd August 2020, 5pm 

Take a trip down the rabbit hole with Chapterhouse Theatre Company this summer in the wonderful setting 
of the Waterperry outdoor Ampitheatre, as they present the classic tale of Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland. Join Alice as she stumbles into the magical world of Wonderland and meet a whole host of 
colourful characters. From the unforgettable White Rabbit and the madcap Mad Hatter to the terrifying 
Queen of Hearts, Alice’s journey couldn’t be filled with more adventure. Presented in beautiful Victorian 
costume and alive with song, dance and original music, this is a production to delight the entire family. 

The Wonderful Wizard of Oz – Chapterhouse Theatre 

8 August, 5pm (interval 5.40pm) (act 2 6pm) finish 6.40pm 

Following the success of The Sword in the Stone and The Three Musketeers, IKP return with another 
“bonkers” theatre adventure in Summer 2020 

Waterperry Opera Festival | 2020 Season 

13th - 16th August 2020 

Waterperry Opera Festival will return for its third season in 2020, 13th - 16th August, with a varied operatic 
programme of events at the beautiful Waterperry Estate. 

http://www.celebratingceramics.co.uk/


For further information please visit www.waterperryoperafestival.co.uk 

Oxford Storytelling Festival 

28 – 30 August 

An intimate festival weaving magic with stories, spoken word, poetry and song. Nature and Magic are at the 
heart of the Oxford Storytelling Festival 2020. 

For further information please visit www.oxfordstorytellingfestival.co.uk 

Michaelmas Daisy Season - September 2020 

Visit Waterperry ornamental gardens to see our famous herbaceous border in all its late summer glory as it 
bursts back into life with Michaelmas Daisies (Asters). There will be a huge range of Waterperry grown 
varieties on sale in the plant centre and our experts will be on hand to give advice about these wonderful 
plants. Normal garden entrance fee applies 

NGS Day 

National Garden Scheme Open Gardens on Sunday 15th September 2020. £8.50 per adult, children under 
16 free. 

Apple Weekend 
10 & 11 October 2020, 10am till 4pm 

A great family day out where you will be able to sample and buy many of our different types of apples and 
juices. Advice and information will be available on the day. Buy goodies at the craft and food fair, take a 
free tour of the orchards & fruit sheds and take the children around the apple anagram game in the gardens 
(garden entrance fee applies). 

The Waterperry Halloween Bat Hunt! 

24 Oct – 1 Nov 2020, 10am till 5.30pm 

Join the Waterperry Halloween Bat Hunt throughout the October half term from 24th October to 1st 
November. Find the bats hidden around the gardens and collect a prize at the end! £2.50 per child (children 
must be accompanied by an adult for whom the garden entrance fee applies). 

Ground Dog Day 

Sunday 15 November 2020 

Because of the high standards of horticulture we aspire to we are not a dog friendly gardens. However, we know 
that dogs are a part of your family so for just one day this year we’re allowing dogs into the formal gardens to see 
what they are missing! (normal garden entrance fee applies) 

10% of garden entries for the day will go to the Oxford Animal Sanctuary 
 
Just a few doggie do’s and don’ts – we kindly ask that dogs are kept on a lead at all times, please clear up after your 
dog and please do not leave your dog tied up and unattended anywhere in the grounds. Please be aware that you 
can enjoy outdoor refreshment with your dog at the Teashop. 

Waterperry Winter Trail  

21 Nov-23 Dec 2020 



Hunt the Snowman lost all around the gardens and then collect your Christmas prize! £2.50 per child. 
Children must be accompanied by an adult for whom the garden entrance fee applies. 

Christmas at Waterperry 
5 & 6 December 2020, 10am till 4pm 

Saturday 5th and Sunday 6th December, stalls from 10am till 4pm, site open till 5pm 

Get into the Christmas spirit at Waterperry Gardens with a number of Arts and Craft Stalls with gorgeous handmade 
gift ideas and festive food and drink along with Christmas shopping from our Gallery, Gift Barn and Christmas Shop 
and festive events for the children, a shopper’s delight with great gift ideas for all the family. 
 
Why not tie your trip in with choosing and buying your spectacular Waterperry grown Christmas tree (don’t forget to 
bring your wellies if you want to go out to the West Field to choose your own!), along with a beautiful hand-made 
and hand-finished Waterperry Christmas wreath. Round it all off with a stop at our Teashop for warming treats and 
festive fare. Enjoy your Christmas shopping this year and visit a truly unique and festive Waterperry Gardens! 
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